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Xa oar teoe of last week we published an 
interesttng letter from Mr. P. HftrriBHton 

Edwards, dcalirii; witli tin difficulty wWch 
exists in getting; th-- great insurance CDiupanies to accept 
flyiDjL,' risks. Our correspondent sul;::' sti d that we should 
seriously take up the question, with a view to bringing 
the conapanies to a more fitting fiiime of mhid, and put 
it to us that we should collect and i iill.it-- scuistics of 
the amount of flying done in tliis (oiinti ) and il.s n latinn 
to accidents. VVe should greatly like in do as he desires, 

but the task is full of difficulty as things stand at present. 
The &ct of the matter is, that from the point of view of 
the insurance companies, flying is comparatively at present 
a negligible quantity. In other words, flying has not 
developed to that si/e as a movement which will make it 
worth while for the conservative insurance companies to 
give it really Htfo i i sitte^on as a possible means oi 
revenues. Later on things will, without question, be 
different, but the situation to-da\ is substantially as we 
say. I'here ( an lie no other (Aplaiiation of the reluctance 
of the cuoipanies to undertake living husineiis than that 
they have HOC HiBlttei it ftctuarially. Mr. EdtoSDlki in IB 
furtiber letter to us, says that he has often managed to 
convince branch officials of the desirability of this business, 
lull that the nioMii-nt the niattei conies before liead- 
(juarlers officials the case is altered and the business 
peremptOfSy turned down. That can miififfiSltly only be 
for ooe of two reasons, either that the sum total of the 
holiness to be done does not make it worth while for the 
companies to undertake if, or thai tlii \ consider the risk 
not worth the candle. Now, if wc know anv thing about 
tegUrance companies, the first reason is not at all the 
iBOtt likely one. All is fish that comes to their nets and 
they will gamble against anything, from a collision between 
the Eaith and Mars to ingrowing nails, unless tln.y feel 
they are betting against a certainty. Here we have the 
real reason of their dislike to amtion risks — they feel 
they are betting against that certainty. Manifestly, they 
would not think that way if they had taken the trouble 
to go into the figures of fiiglit and to ascertain 
the relation of accidents to miles flown, with an actuarial 
l^oiniDce for the possible greater risk taken by the 
insured as against the uniosored aviator. Unfortunately 
for the would-be instnwr the view taken by the insurance 
coni])anies is tli;it of tiie uninstructed man in the street, 
who reads of a flving accident and remarks without 
thinking, " dashed dangerous things these aeroplanes. 
Oughtn't ti^ be allowed," and goes on his way thinking 
that the last word has been said. If, however, he 
stopped to tliink it out in the light of ascertained 
facts, he would, greatly to his astonishment, no doubt 
find that so far from the aeroplane being the dangerous 
instnuaent he imagines it to be it is in reafity remark- 
ahly safe when capably and skilfully handled. Far 
better for an insurance company to i)ut inti> its 
policy "no mountain climbing allowed" than "Hying 
prohibited." 

As we have said pievbusty, there is perli^ not a vast 
amount of business to be done in aviation insurance at 

the moment, but even so there must Ije enough to make 
it well worth the while of some enterprising company to go 
tliorouglilj into the possibiKties of a flying branch. 
Especially so as the science is not esenjwt out of its 
swaddling clothes, and ia tiie. ftmtiurwtm' k mm 



unquestioiljlhly prove an exceedingly valuable source or 
revenoii to those whose business is in insurance, and 
the compMty which is first in the field now will secure- 
and hold csfism of it alL 



Somewhat of a revulsion of feeling seems 
"^h^ to have set in among those who were, 
^"jpSfJ^^*" until quite recently, among the most 

severe critics of the Govertiment apathy 
towards, and neglect of, aviation. In some degree we 
plead guilty ourselves, for until there were signs of a 
rattling among the dry bones this journal was not the- 
least mordant of the Covernment's critics, nor do we 
regret it, for as a result of all that has been written and 
said here and elsewhere, things are really moving at last. 
In the campaign for an efficient aerial service no journal 
^1i»h a stirdttgiiSr^l^^^ Daily Mail, and it is 

therefore the more pleasing to notice that it still maintains 
its interest in tli.^ht and that it is disposed to give credit 
where it is due. It is not long ago — only a matter of 
week^ in fact — since our contemporary published a. 
trenchant aftiete iiPOm tiie pen of an aeronautiail Ci^i^ 
spondent criticising the Government plans, atid cursiiO^ 
among oiliei institutions, the Royal Aircraft l actOTy. 
Now — a few days ago — another article appears in whl(^< 
it is ail taken back imd misunderstandings cleared up. 
We ourselves dealt H^h the same subject of the status 
and work of the factor\- a Forinight since, and we cannot 
heljt feeling pleased that what we wrote i> now coiiliniied 
in the opinions of the Mail. Wc cannot do better than 
quote and put on record the deductions of its correspon- 
dent after a visit to Farnborough. This is what he 
says : — 

" I am certain that a visit to Fanilmrough would convince the 
majority of manofacturerB, first, that with the limited capital at their 

disposal they cannot compete scientifically with the factory ; aod^ 
secoiully, that the factory has not the least intention of competing ' 
with them, Kinj; concerned only to discover the best possible type 
and to leave ihe reproduction of that type in private hands. 

** Good "Work for the Nation.— Tlie factory is, in fact, playing 
the manufacturer's game, because it is doing good work for the 
nnlioniil nrron.iuliral service. The belter prugitfSK the factory mokes 
th, rr.nri aeroplanes will be ordered from home constructors, and the- 
fewer from French makers. The dismal period of official boycott 
.-ind official apathy is passing, and the orders recently givwi to jmvate- 
firms justify for the first lime the coivsideiation of flying as a practical 
investment in England. 

" Whether Govemmeni cncoaiageBMBtt tpo OT tinree years ago- 
would h:u(f brought ptiviUc tirms at d» ptjWBt tisae to the pilch 
which Ihr f;iciory has attained is an argument which might be 
sustained. But the jjast may look after itself. The factory, at any 
rate, is doing excellent service. Its portable aeroplane sheds, its 
hydrii aeroplane exiH-riments on Fleet Pond, its portable airship 
shed (weighing a trifle of seventy-five tons), its wind tiin n ^^l » «ng 
whirling tables, testing app&BCcs and wind-tDwet, are li^pjy#- 
aeronautics onward." 

Precisel)- what we said. The factory is not intended 
to complete with private enterprise but to help along the 
scientific and experimental sides of flight and its appur- 
tenances—nothing more and nothing less. Bevond all 
doubt the Royal Aircraft I'actnrv will, provided its scope- 
lie limited to the present iiueiuions, perform an excellent 
work in the development of avidtion. Bot IC ^ 
seen to that the ambitions of individuals do not )mA to- 
amy overlapping extensions of its sphere. 
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MR. VIVIAN HEWITT, 

Who, on Friday, April 26tb, fiew over the Irish Sfa from HolyliMd to Dublin on bis SO.h.p. Gnome'Ci^lned Bleriot la 

1 far. 16 mlat. 
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THE SECOND SPRING 




Mr* Claodc Gr«b«ine-Wbito and Miss Dorothy Taylor, Us 
fiuMie^ «t the London Aerodrome on Saturday. 



MEETING AT HENDON. 

Last Saturday was to have been a red letter day at Hendon, as it 
was the second anniversary of the Ix>ndoD fo Manchester flight, but 
the wind was in a blustering mood, and instead of moderating as the 
crowd of spectators steadily grew, until it was about 6,000 strongs 
the wind increased from i& miles to the neighbourhood of 25 m.p.h. 
The crowd patiently waited for some time in the hope that con- 
ditions would improve, but at about twenty minutes to four ai» 
announcement was made from the judges' Box that it was then tea- 
windy for any of the conteMsto be held. Mr. lluck>, however, 
would give an exhibition flight— according to the megaphone man — 
"on a 5o h.|i. ( ".nomc motor." A BMriot machine was brought out. 
Started up, and 1 lucks guided it round the aerodrome once or twice, 
being to'sed about violently liy the wind, and fventually making a 
somewhat bumpy landing. A few niinutL.~ ilici, the roai ofa(lni>mtr 
engine by the Bleriot shed attracted a nun'lier of ihe visiinis in that 
direction to watch a machine brought out for Mr. iliimL-l, «ho-e 
own monoplane was .'■till al Canterbury, whcic he had landed on hi> 
way liack from the Continent. Mr. Haniel, with this machine, 
climlicd 10 a •^nnA height, after about eight minutes, returned to 
the 'dronie and reported that the wind wa-. tjuite too much, on the 
verge of lu inj; too un|>leasani for llyini;. While in the air iii> Ultriol 
was li'.itleted alwut a good lieai, ahlimi^h it seemed to move a little 
sica'her tlian Bucks', .\nother exhiiiition by the latter pilot helped 
to pa-s the time until just before five, when (he megaphone 
man was lieavd .again announcing that as it was the second anni- 
ver-ary of the London to .Manchester flight, .Mr. ( irahame-Wliite 
would a cei:d on a biplane, similar to that which he used in the 
r.ice. 1 le loi lliwiih lo.^e on the I'arinan biplane, and did a very 
plenty hit of tlyin;;, at the end of which there was an excitinL; 
i.iiuiii which drew forth rounds of ajiplause fioni the spectator-.. 
Lewib turner then look his turn on the biplane, and i>u: in some 
good exhibition flyin;;. .Miout the same time Hamel started olf lor 
Croydon, where he had an appointment to give an exhibition 
llight. About half an hour later, however, llamel was again 
.sighted making for the aerodrome, and after executing a series 
of fine spiral vol planis, he swooped down over the tops 
of the Hleriot sheds into the Aerodrome. He explained 
that he was unable to ;0a IjS) Q^^^imi, .as Jo the 
neighbourhood of Bretaffdfd he hsS ^D^oo^teKd a bm'le of thick \og 
which rendered further attempt hopeless. About six o'clock pre- 
parations were made for starting the cross-country handicap, 
although in view of the weather it was decided to only have ane 
round of the course, which this time was to the Elstree Water Works, 
a turning-point wliich wc have ^vocated recently, as it permits the- 
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competitors to be in *iglit dmHighout the taoe. Five nnmberK 
were put up on the ttiurting bowrd, vb., No. 3, Haioel 

(Btcriot): No. 4, Ewcn (CaudronI ; No. 6, Hucks (BKlkX) : 
No. 9, Turner (Karman) ; and No. 14, Valentine (Bristol). By 
way of a prelimioary c«nter, Lewis Turner uiok a spin on the 
Farman, but found the wind not m his liking; and retired. Kwen 
also had a trial run, starting from the far end of the groiutd 
near his hangar. He remained aloft for a few minutes, Iwt on 
coming down decided not to start in the race. The oihn iliiei , 
however, decided to risk it and the event proved much uwu- r\i ;:in;; 
than the one lield on the previoii,-; week. Il.imel wa> .ii m i.iii ii, ,iiul 
allowed Hucks twenty iix second.-; ami \ .ili iitiiu llmitcn M Tonds, 
Ixjt by the time the ma>'hii>e> were cle.ii of the aen>iiionie, II.imk I 
had already obl.iined the le.id. ,\11 the ni.nchinc.- were started ai 
right angles to tKc direction to lie taken, so had to make a left hand 
turn when in the air. Both Hucks and \alenline lLH>k lhl^ luin 
rather widely, but Hamel scored heavily liy . uiiine round ^har|>ly 
a? soon as his machine wa.- otV iti. j^nnind. I lanu i was the (irst to 
complete the ten miles, and liis lin-.e w.is 1 1 minj. ;ii secs., \alcntine 
being second in 12 mins. 5j| sees., and Huck> third in ii mins. 
2K{ sees. The latter lost some time owing to lassiiig tlie (iiiivhing 
mark on the wrong side and haviijg to lecross it to (|iialify. 'i'he 
firing of the finishing bomb then intiniated to the remaining spectators 
that the meeting wa^ ulik ially at an end. 

Cross-Couotry Handicap Race. — Cuji and 20 sovs. ; losovsi 

Time : Handicap. Net. 
in. s. ni. s. 

1. G. Hamel (5o.h.p. Gnome-BIeriot), scratch... la 5 11 30 

2. J. Valentine (50-h.p. Bristol-tinome), ijt~.... i* iSJ 12 5! 

3. B.C. Hucks(5o h.p. Gnome-Bleriotj, aos.... 12 2SJ 12 2si; 



To-day's Meeting at Hendoo. 

The programme for to.day*s meeting at the London .Aerodrome, 
Hendon, as usual, comists of four events. The proceedings are 
timed to start at three o'clock, with the |ia.sscnger.carryiiig s|>«.-d 
h a n d iea p over a distance of twelve miles, fpUowedi at n quarter to 
few, Iqr a 20 miles cross eoumry handicap. The third event, at 
a quarter to five, will be an altitude r0nte.1t, while the last Item — 
the grand speed handicap, over a di.~tancc of twelve la|» of aUiui 
e^teen miles— will, weather iKrmitting, start a.s near as possible at 
half past five. 




Mr. Gtihimi'Wblit abeM to lUrt «n fduUtleo fligbt «t 
Hesdon Jut SMittday la ftawmbwum of the awoiMl 
aaahrefMry of tlic great MaachMtcr {ttght. 




Mr. B. C Hada tttOmt vmsf br «a wtttlti oB fiUht on SMosdar last at Hcadoa. 
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FROM THE BRITISH 

BrookUflds Aerodrome. 

DUKINC ihe past week April has apparently been under ihu 
mistaken impression thai it was March, for while bhowers have been 
totally absent a strong nor' casler has lieen putting in a lot of over- 
time, and a noi'-easter at Biookland* managei to twist itself into the 
most marveUoua gait* and eddies after passing over the encircling 

hills. 

Un Wcdiicthiy, ilie 24tti, liyinE Wac quite- out i,f ili-- c|uestian, 
and on Thursday the only luathiiic out was ilic I^Il^toI biplnne, on 
which rizry and I'leniini.'. w-jrt- in^ltucIill•; iticir pujiiU, l;,iwc.> and 
Shc|>iiaid, in t;ftllng oil and l.niiinn^, il btinj; inu windy (or the 
pupils to be out for solo>). 

I riday was slinhlly licttfr tnwanls evening, when MoorhuUje 
biuuj^hl oul his HU-rioi ty|«,- monoplanr, intt-ncliny to fly over to 
llendon. After a few circuits ol the acriHiionic to gel altiiude he 
came down again, ftnding it ini|HisHiUe to di!.tingaista land marks 
through the smoke haze drifiiiig down the Thames valley from 
London. Pizcy and Fleming were out soon after on a Bristol 
biplane, but found it very chopuy, and later Prier brought out a 
two-watn BtiHUi pmmtmm m >«l fi!st trjwl> m jnnwd 
dtcnll, Wunat a K^ht of awnt im U., and weti out dver the 
aewage farm, the engine suddenly stopped through the switch wire 
■bort-circuiting, and he was forced to make a landing in the sewage 
iltm. The ground was very soft, and after running a few jptds 
tba wheels and skids sunk in, turning the machine complefl^ry 
over. Prier remained inside, escaping unhurt. The fuselnge was 
intact, but the wheel base and one plane were rather badly broken. 
Next morning was loo windy for school work, the only |)crson to 
vcniuic oul being I-icul. I'orie on the racing I )eperdussin, who (lew 
(i>i at»iul ten minutes, l-alei cm, " I'ariridt^ '' liroughl out the 
llanriul, now fitted with an A.I'.C ni..ini, and irailr a number of 
strai^'ht lii^;lit^. The wind wa-, vi-ry ivul, '.ilim^ hin; over when 
tuiniug on ih<' jMouml, so that a win^ lou. li.- l railh, Iml wltlioui 
lioini; any (iania^o. The little nionuplane seemed to tly very 
btrongly with its new motor, leaving the ground, tail well up, at 
about half-throttle. 
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FLYING GROUNDS, 

In the afternoon a " quick get^-off" hanffiap w*6«ranged by ths 
Brooklands Aero Club, which has just been formed. Despite the 
bad weather there were ten starters, namely : — 



T. O. M. Sopwith 
W. Moorhouse... 
H. Petrc 

G. SabeUi 

Uuigan 

C. L. Pashley ... 

H. Fleming ... 
C. P. Piiey ... 
F. P. Raynham 
T. O. M. Sopwith 



Misa Dorothr Prmtlec attending to the mstor o( the 
aachtM la ivhieh th» praettes at Hciuion Acfodfoac 



70-h.p. Goome-Bleriot^iBittai^tJaoe^ 
j»b.p. ifoorhouse-Radl^ iaoOopIane. 
i;^.h.p. Deperdnssin moiu^iiteuie. 
35-ll.p. Deperdussin nuHKtplHie. 

35-h.p. Avro biplane. 
4o h.p. Ilumber monopbne. 
5o h.p. Bristol biplane. 
5u-h.11. Bristol biplane. 
60-b.p. Howard- Wxit^t biplane. 

Fleming proved the winner, getting off in 5} sees, and receiving 
I iec. handicap. I'izcy was second, i sec. slower, and Sabclli and 
Sopwith lied for third place. This tie was fiown off, Sabelli 
securing third ]>lace. Moorhouse's engine was tnissii^ badly, so 
that he did not get off wsUt omi^ ^ gave an ex«^e&t 
display. When landing he eaoie Sim iammSin Sabelli, who was 
nut getting off, the latter saved a cotUston by a splendidly executed 
banked turn. Sopwith gave an ecbitation on his BlMot, but other- 
wise there was not much flying. 

The ne.Kt day, Sunday, was vwyinndy, hui to amuse the crowd 
another i|uick get-off handicap wa' organised. Only four starters 
turned u|), Sopwith hisiu,; ihr winner or. his Howard-Wr^ifht 
biplane, with Fleming second and Sabelli third. Moorhouse gave 
an exhibition flight, at times making hardty any headi«my agait^st 
the wind. 

Un Moftdsyllist there was a short period of conijiaialivc calm in 
the early morninf;, when Col. Hotchkiss- on Vickers and Cadet 
HoljHi-iin on ihe I )0]5crdus-in both put in some rolling. 

I hi 'i'\iesday, " I' irtiiiii.;e " was out again on the Hanriot, rearhing 
an altitude of air.ui \ w. auii laying well for some time. I''leming 
t;ave Sheiniavd tuition oi; liie Bii-.iol, .ind Kobinson was again out 
on !he Deiierdu-isin. In the evcniny il became comparatively calm. 
'I'lie (irst out was Col. liolclikivs on Vickers, rolling. Vickers 
.\o. 4 was also making st;aij;iit (lights, piloted iiy .Macdoiiald. 
Saljelli on the racing JJeperdiissin made a Ion;; flight at aiioiit 
I.OCX) (1., coniiiii; dovi n witli a very --'.c-cii . <•' r;,!>i,\ " rartriii"f " 
on the llaniioi aNo made a good long fli^iil, finally coming 
ciown l.ecaii-e his liand got tired working the pressure liulb. 
Kayiihani gaveso;i;e tuition on tlieold i loward-Wrighl bijjlnne, known 
as the 1 ainily Tank." an^i C. I,. I'aAley flew sevcia! circuits on his 
lluniber. I'aike tried the totally enclosed .Avio monoplane foi the 
first time, finding it diftlcnlt lo kre;' iiei on the qiouinl 
will not run very slowly. Larlier in t!,. day, Duiyan 
good flight on his Avro bijilane. 

During the week two new tractor liiplanes arrived, 'l iie first wa- 
the Coventry ordnance maciiine, designed bv \V. O. Manning and 
built by Howard T. Wright. This machinJ simjily bristles with 
original points. The fuselage is very wide, carrying pilot and 
passenger side by side, the backs of the seats being siie.iinlined ofi' 
somewhat as in a Breguet. The motor, a I|l0^h.p. Gnome, drives a 
geated down tractor through a 2 to 1 chain Adulction gear. What 
siiikes one most at first sight is the large gap between the two 
planes and the large extensions fitted to the ton plane. The wheel 
base is very simple, the axle bearing the tw(5» wheels being unsprung, 
tyres of very large diameter abscirlnng the sl&edc. 

1 he second arrival was an Avro of much the same tjnse as the 
uuiuaTV two-seater, but fitted with a Gnome engine. This madune 
1^ the lirst of those built to the order of the War Ottice. 

Liverpool AvUUoo School (Waterloo, near Liverpool). 

,0^^. Wednesday, the 24ih, Uardman was out on the Anzani- 
Bletiot m a strong wind, and succeeded in making two nice flights 
of about 300 yards each. Birch also out and rolled well. Next 
day tcnw^^,9f PUne8,Lld., arrived in the morning from Fresh- 
held, vm tlw air, and returned after a short intex%-al, therebj- winning 
a champagne dinner promised by Mr. Melly on the fir^t occasion he 
crossed the K.ver Alt. In the evening, Hardman was making short 
straight flights ,n a strong ea^t wind. Wngb lOw pat- ia SO«ie 
i'lactice. rolling. 

Saturday roornin&Jiardman had BJore practice at short straight 
nights m a bad wind, and Birch succeeded in leaving the ground five 

t >i. Sunday niornirig notw i.hstanding a na,ty east wind, Hardman 
agiim domg stiaiglit., and Birch made several successfiil horn 

In the evenmg, on Tuesday, in perfect weather, Hardman mde 
.^cra straight .l,yh,s of over half a mile, finishing with a^mS 
half circle keeping the machine ,n the air for 80 sees. Birch S 
a series of successful hops, some of which were over lOo yards k 



a> the engine 
lau jiul up a 
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Golliiidak Awm 
GrahMM-Whtte School-Thinsday last week the wind wa.s 
gusty aU ^7, conwiueirtly not much work was possible. In the 
evening Mr. Lew« "Turner took out biplane No. 5 for test tlight, 
previous to Mr. Grahame-White giving a passenger trip to l ady 
Shelley and her husband. -. gte*- ■ -,- 

Next day Mr. C. Grahame- White was' out tesung the Bal.y 
biplane after repairs and finding that the elevator still nMded adim- 
mcnt the machine was returned to works, 

Mr. Hucks was out on Saturday morning making circuits and a 
cross country flight on monoplane No. 6. The afternoon was 
devoted to the Second Spring Meeting, which is ioUy dealt with 
el.scwhere. ' 

Bleriot School.- At the Bk-riot Schoollast week, the only day 
on whi. il ilu uind |>erniittcd any school work to lie done was 
Monday, on whii li il.iy Messrs. Thomsen and Pothct put in a sn-n!! 
amount of practice. Ilu.- latter flew a couple ot' circuits in goo*^ 
style, but th.- furmei anly managed to get one straight Ijcforc the 
wind lose. 

M. Mciiri .Salniet, the school iii-.truLiiir, is an.xiously awaiting the 
lelin ii iroiii I'aris of his 50-li.p. r,nonit_--Hlerio;, which sutiered from 
his alinipt landing in Lsse.x on his icliirn Itoni his I.inidor.-Paris- 
London (light. The mono]ilaiie is due to arrivi- ni lleiidon early 
this week, and .M. Salmet can l>e relied upon ui put up some more 
of his excelleni exliibitions at an early date. 

W. H. Ewen School.— iJuririg the whoK of iIil- jiasi week a 
strong N.E. wind has Ix eii blnwint; and there ha- noi lieeii a single 
opportunity for getting in any m-IuioI Hying. 'I he pupil.- at the 
school, however, have been paticntiy .i:;d prnfitahly occupviiig tlieii 
time in the hangars. Ori Timisday .Mr. Dvdii, home fioir 
Amierica, called to inspect the Caudron and notwithstanding then. 
^It$ti a wind of 25-30 m.p.h. blowing, Kwen took up the new biplane 
tii iilatm M. and gave a very fine exhibition. Captain I. A. 
Cfaamier jdined the school on Friday and took his first instruction. 

Salisbury Plain. 

Bristol School. — Notwithstanding the glorious sunshine ol ihr 
past week, flying has lieen to a certain extent curtailed owing to the 
strong gu.sty wind-s. The best work of ihe week wa- done on 
Monday. juUerot wa.s out at 5 a.m. making a tiial tlight, after- 
wards taking Jennings and I.ieut. Cordnei for tuition. (lordon 
England was on one of the tractor biplanes flying with a mechanic 
as pwsertger. He made a couple of circuits, landing splendidly. 





Lteut. Longcroft, an old pupil of the Bristol School, «t tfie 
ooatrol of one o£ that schools biplanes. 



Mr. Fielding, another pilot who has just obtained his brevut 
on a Brittol biplane at Broofclandi. 

Mr. Smith-Barry set ont for rolling practice on a kingle>aeater 

monoplane, after which he went for a trip on biplane No. 66. A 
good solo was made by Antonini on the Bristol two-seater monoplane 
whilst Lieuts. Krcole and Ktnaldi got in some rolling practice on the 
single-seaters, (iordon England was then up for a solo on No. 55, 
luUerot afterwards ascending on this same machine for a short flight. 
This completed the morning's work. 

Several trials were made during the afternoon, Mr. I'ixlon flying a 
>u I 'Ic of circuits with Lieut. Harlraa as pas^.•ng.•I, bui ihi- win<l 

h. ul liicn and it was considered too strong foi pupil- Hymg. .Vi 
0 o'clock and ag.ain ai (I. io trials wcri' m.ade, bin i! was not until 
after 7 tlui! any iriiprovenietil was noliicd, lullctol and Iletidall wei< 
till! lull darkness prevented anything else. 

No llying was (Kissilile on Tuesday, W ednesday nrul I'lui! -d.iv on 
account of the strong wind"-. However, Ihe oppoi unn; ' « nlvrn 
to lull' III ill. iiiiilois and adjust the machines and soim \ri\ u-< ful 
1- weii v live woik was got through. 

I r iria) w.i , decidedly an improvement uix>n the previous davs, and 
the isristol staff were out at a very early hour. After a trial flifdu 
lullerot ascended with Lieutt. Wall, UaUoher and Htttiaa wr 
tuition, Bendall taking }At. Undsay Campbell, the latter having 
just joined the school. Mr. Piston put up a good flight on one (tf 
the Bristol monoplanes fittedi with a 7o-h.p. motor, Mr. Smith. 
Karry accompanying him as passenger. At the same lime Lieut. 
Antonini was up with Lieut. Ercole on one of the school monoplanes 
and earried out two good flights, whilst Lieut. KinaJdi was getting 
in some useful rolling practice followed by I.icuts. VVyness-Stuart 
and Ercole. Lieut, llartraa set our for hi» lirsi miIo on No. 43 
remaining up for 20 minutes at an altitude of (xx) ft. Work wa- 
then abandoned for the day. 

Saturday was spoilt by a gusly wind which prcvcnlrd any s. hool 
work. In the evening Messrs. I'ixton, ( iotdon l.tigland, Jiillcrot 
.and Kendall made solos, but this was all the flyii^ done. No 
improvement had taken place Snnday and nothing was doing all 
day. 

l ire weather was certainly Ix-tter Monday, and quite early luUerot 

i. Hjk Mr. Pickles, a reccnr tcrruit, for two flights, Bendall having 
Ml. Campl>ell. Messrs. Jennings and Smith -Barry each made sobis 
on one of the tractor machines, Lieut. Wyness-Stuart putting in 
some rolling practice on a single-seater followed by Mr. Smith-Harry. 

Lieut. Antonini carried out a very soccessinl cross-country flight 
on one of the Bristol two-seater monoplanes. With Lieut. Errale 
as passenger he quickly reached a good height and then set off in 
the dtteenoa td Shrewton, making a wide eiiemt taking in BuUbid 
and SMBbAmj, eventually arriving bade at the hangars, landhag with 
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Tie laMt Hanxiet mOaepklU which is now being constructed in Ensiand L-nd.T th.' guidance 61 Mr, fibnrice DttcraeA' 

Side vl«w, showing the rakish lines of this fast machine. 



a pcrfiTt 7f/ fihiiie Uow. icx) ft. I.ieul. .\ntonini ha.', now fuiislicd 
his tuition .a tht- liri^tnl .School .iiid iias gont- liack to Italy. 

Royal Flying Corps. — Ttn- rt>:mi;eal)lf weather is responsible 
for the fact that there is very iitth to rt |)ort as to the work of the 
|>ast week. On Wednesday last week, Lieut. Hyne.s wa.s out on 
the Brcg\iet " H3," ]mttii>(.; in a little sc(Mitinj; practice, and Vickeis 
monoplanr was iiacked up and returned to the worl;s for some 



alterations to be luadc, after which it will be back again for further 
tcstinij. 

Lieut. Hynes was also on " B " on Thursday, when 
('a]il. I-'iilton was out several times on " f 4." ■'"'1 Lieut. Conner put 
ill some rolling practici- on the Anzani-r.li riot. These same officers 
were also at work on I riday, with the addition of Lieut. KeynoU 

wlhi, 01, hi^ two Ml;'! iiiono;,i,inc. \vi,-nl up to a height of 300fiL 





View, from behind, of the latest Han riot speed moooplane. 
(?) ® ® 

THE IRISH SEA FLIGHT. 



Mr* Vivian IIkwitt is to Iw congratulated upon his excellent 
flight across the Irish Sea on I''riday last, when his exact time from 
taking off at Holyhead until his landing in Phienix I'ark, near the 
Hibernian Monument, was i hr. 15 min. Mr. Hewitt wisely 
gnuded against undue risks by providing himself with a safety belt, 
&c., in case he should fall short of his destination. Apiin one 
further record has iK-cn established in regard to cruj^sin^; the open 
Ka, this following on last week's announcement of St. (leor^e's 
Channel U inj; llown by Mr. Corbett Wilson. This week we jjive 
Mr. Vivian Hewitt's portrait as a " Fliehi Pioneer" and the 
following is Mr. llcvvit:'^ >iwn venion or bis trip and the day$ 
prcredinc the actual flij^lil ; — 

" I started from Khyl at 5 a.m. last .Sunday morning and flew otTover 
the sea in the direction of I lolyhe.ad. After rounding; the Great Orme 
at Llaniiudno 1 made for a point of kind running out to .sea. I could 
See Holyhead Harbour by this lime, but the wind started blowing 
lialf .ct;ale and I found it impossible to get there. I was up an 
enormous height, and could distinctly see over Snowdon. The 
wind blew me right down the coast and I bad to put the nose of the 
machine down and let my engiite out, otherwise I should have been 
Idown out to sea. I landed ewntiiaUv at • place called Plas, in 
AnglCKy, at 6.ao. I felt very sd(» as I haii . been tossed about all 
•OVHF the )^toee> The machine wUi Mip$d do»r« m>d neict ia^ I 
Mitid m H^ljrlHid at 9.50 and litidea tel^Ste ffi ei ^ jBrt^^ 

® ® 

Gold Htdals at Moscow Exhibition. 

AWONO the «>Id medals distribnted at the recent Moscow 
fid^biliMt. «m vmt to die Oeperdossin and Bl^riot firms, for 
lliclr a£»m «r mmiilues. 



20 minutes later, it being out of the question to attempt flying the 
Channel owing to a dense fog. From Mmday till Friday morning 
1 was held up at Holyhead owing to wind which was blowing at 
about 35 miles an hour in the wrong direction. On Friday morning I 
started off at lajo. There was a good deal of wind at the time and 
a lot of haze, and when I passed the Stack I was blown down 
Channel about 5 miles. I managed to work into it, however, and 
got my true course from the breakwater. I lost ffif ifO)^ 
ten minutes and about five minutes after I sighted the MmI iPjuslcet 
coming from Kingstown. I imssed right over her from stem to stem 
and lost her smoke about three minutes after in the haze. Although 
all the boau had been informed, and the Ulail Packet was looking 
w"is ^ * """"""K * g«»' he^tl 

'■ After kraving the Packet I saw nothing; more for fifty minutes, 
and steered by ihe sun whenever 1 could. I ran into dense banks of 
log, and at times I could not see the wing tips. After about fifty 
m.inuies I saw the Wicklow Mountains, and iiassed over Kingstown 
ll.irUnir very high up. I passed over Dublin about 2,OOoTl. uii, 
and when planing down experienced the worst air-currents that I 
have ever come across, 1 w.xs all but upset twicc, and the machine 
} "^'"^e'^d to land safely in the IS acres in 
^mxL Park and was treated very kiadto bv eveiwme. 'Hie 
mma^l used was my 50 Gnome-Blcriot." 

® % 

More Entries for Pckitt-Parls Race. 

hrinJn 1 »»"»««a'«»forthe Pekin to Paris race, 
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2» OFFICIAL NOTICES TO MCMBERS 



Committee Mccttag. 

A HBETING of the Committee wu held on Tuesday, the 30th April, 
I9l2t when there were present :— Sir Charles D. Rose, Bart., M.P., 
in the Quir, Mr. Griffith Brewer, Mr. G. B. Cockbum, Caut. 
J. D. B. Fulton, R.F.A., Prof. A. K. HanHngton. Mr. F. K. 
McClean, Mr. 1. T. C. Moore-BrKbuon, Ml. Alec Ogilvie, Mr. 
C. F. Pollock, Mr. R. W. Wallace, K.C.^ and Hamld K. Pcrrin, 
Secretary. 

New Members. — The folluwinf; new memlers were i lcrted; — 
R. A. C"h:ilnicTs, Lieul. E. F. ("hinnfry, Walter Lii.iiiii. .Albert 
H.irdt, M. K. N. Iennirii;.>. \\ . I. .MrCormack, Mrs. Sam«)n, 
C.ipt. A. II. William-Dii ami I.ii-ut. A. Wyne&s-Stuart. 

Aviators' Certificates. — ThcfoUowinc .^viators' Certihcate!> were 
granted : — 

20S. L. A. Trenilett (BKrioi monoplane, llcndanl. 

209. Lieul. J. 1). Mackwoitli (Hrisio! biplane, HnmklaniU I. 

210. Lieul. v.. r. Cliinnery (I)c]>crdussin nionojil.iiii-, Hri>(>kland>). 

211. lohn R. Uuigan lAv'io liiplanc, liruokland^l. 

212. Lieut. II. C. I'ifldins;, K.F.A. 1 Hri^ld biplane, IJu.ok 

land.s). 

213. .Major Sir .\. lianncrni.in, Hart., K.I.. ( llristul bipl.ine, 

Brooklands). 

Aviators' Certificates, — The rei|uesi of the Aero Club of 
America for permission to issue an Aviator's Cectificale to Mr. 
W. M. Stark, a British subject, was granted. 

The request of the Aero Club de France for permission to issue an 
A\iator's Certificate to Mrs. W. Buller, a British subject, was 
granted. 

Acraaaut's Certificate.— The following; Aeronaut's Certificate 
was granted : 16. The Hon. Mrs. Assheton Uarbord. 
Mrs. Harbord is the first lady to obtain an Aeronaut's Certificate 

in this country. 

Appointment of Timekeeper. — The following additional time- 
keeper was appointed for iJie year 1912 : A. Deacon. 

Britannia Trophy for British Aeroplanes. — I.eiiei itom 
Mr. II. Harl)er, kindly olTerint; a Trophy for peneral eftu irm y i)f 
liiitish aeroplanes, wa< re.id, and n was unanimously le.sulved lliat 
the Trophy be aicepted, and a letter of thanks was mdered tu U 
sent 10 .\Ir. II. Hatber. 

The question of the regulations governing this Trophy wa-s referred 
to the Competitions Committee. 

Competitions Committee. 
A meeting of the Comiietitions Gomimttee was held on 1 uesday, 
.'\pril ^oth 1012, when there were present : — Col. II. ('. L. iloldcn, 
(.:.U.,"l-.K.S. (in the Cbaii), Mi. lOriiesi C. Kuilnall, Mr. C. B. 
t'orkburn, C-apt. .\. K. D.ivid.son, R.I.., I'tof. A. K. Huntington, 
Majiir 1'. Lindsay l.loy<i, Mr. I- . K. McClcan, .Mr. Noiniaii Clark 
Neill, .Mr. Alec 1 )t;ilvii.-, .Mr. l;. V. Sassoon, and Harold 10. IVrrin, 
Secretary. 

Col. II. C. L. Holdcn, (Mi., I'.I\..S., was i lecteil Chairman of 
the Committee. 

The reports of the recent l lyin(^ .Meetin!.;s at 1 b ndmi weri ri rrivcd. 

THE ROLLS MEMORIAL AT DOVER. 

The remarkably lifelike statue of Ihe late Hon. C. .S. Rolls by 
Mrs. .Scott, wife of the antarctic explorer, which has been erected 
on Dover Promenade to commemorate Mr. Rolls' double cros-sing 
of the channel from Dover to Calais and liack, was unveiled by the 
l)uke of Argyll on Saturday afternoon. Tiii>-i jiresenl included 
Lady Llangatlock (Mr. KoiU' mother), Lady Mood of .Xvalon, 
Sir John .md Lady Shelley, .Major ( iencral Luik. I;. I.. ( .VcKJiKuitical 
Society), Col. (Oai)]Ki, .Mr. H. L. I'lriin 1 Isoyal .\ciii Chib), 
Sir William Ciund.dl, llu Deputy Mayor, Major ( .i neral Ingle, 
field, Commander Forsier, K..M., .Mr. Walter Lmden, cx-.Mayor 
of Dover, who originated the project, ire. .\ftcr unveiling 
the statue, the Duke of -Argyll congratulated Mr;-. Scott on 
the manner in which she had portrayed his dear friend, 
Charles Rolls. lie referred to the tjuiet reticence of the 
late Mr. Rolls and the modesty with which he carried out his 
pioneer work in connection with aviation. The Duke went on to 
Jttw to.aierpi^anes for the navy and army drawing attention to some 
of the difficwdes, and suggesting that the Royal Aero Club might 
approach the Government with tiie stipjgestion that they should ^er 
a prize for the best apparatus with a view to life saving in connection 
with aviation. 



NOTICE is hereby rtvco tliat a Special General Meettae of 

the Club wilt be held at 166, Piccadilly, London. ^^ ., on Ttteuay, 
14th day of Mafi 19I2( at 4.30 p.m. 

.\nCNDA. 

To elect Mi. Roger W. Wallace, Vi.C, a Vice^PreiUant of the Chib. 

x66, l>|ee«lllljr> Ixmdon, W. Itf aider of tlie Comaditae, 
4th May, 1919. H. E. Pbuin, Secicttry. 

Naval and Military Aviation. 
Col. Sccly, llir rndci -.SL-cn lary of .State fur War, onupied the 
Chair at a nieetin); at (he House of (Emmons on Tueiidny lust, nnd 
fully explained the liovetnmeni's scheme for the creation ol the 
Koyal I- lyuig (.'orps. The mecunj; was convened by the Royal 
.Aero Club, and the Chairman of the Club, Sir Clurlcs 1). Kosc, 

li.iit., M.I'., w.is Mip|K>i(ed by a large muster of aviators and 

memliers, includinj; the following : — 

C. K. Ablxiit, Iv. I >. Alicrciomby. A. H. Ailken, II. llailiei, 
Victoi Uarrington Kennelt, A. 1^. Heiriinuii, .\. \ . iK ltingtoii, 
C. A. lieltington, 11. Blackburn, H. li. Bouwens, tlritlilb Hrewei, 
J. Glutton, G. B. Cockburn, S. P. Cockercll, S. i. Cody, 
H. Uelacombc, M. Desoutter, Charles I:;dmoiids, Hon. Mauiioe 
Kgcrton, V. B. Fowler, W. K. Gibson, C. Graharoe^WMte, C H. 
(ireswell, C G. Grm, S. Hedtey, Col. H. C. L. Holden, CB., 
K.R.S., B; C. Hudcs, A. Honter, Prof. A. K. Hunti^on. 
M. R. N. fcnnings, ?. H. Ledeboer, A. R. Imw, F. K.. McCSisaat 
Col. H. S. M.issy,'L. S. Metfoid, J. T. C. iMoore-Brahason, 
Alec ()(;ilvir, Mcrvyii (t'Cormnn, N. S. Percival, Henry Petrc, 
C. P. I'l/cy, C. I . I'ollock. Lieut. I. C. Porte, K.N., A. V. Roc, 
.Major A. M. bothers. I;. V. Sassoon, S. V. Setli, S. V. Sip|)C, 
K. 1'.. Sl.u k, K. Siiuili H.iiry, T. .Sopwiih, H. Spencer, P. .Siieiiccr, 
Holt Til. .mas, ( . C luiiiei, I. Vnlrnlinr, Roger. \V. Wallace, 
K ( ,11 U .ltt-r, \\ . 1'.. dc H. W hittakci, ( '. K. W inlield Smith, 
I'., li. Wiiuii, r.ipl. II. 1. Wood, Lieut. A. Wynis^ Stuart, 
\ . I I. \'ales, 1 1. ( .. \ ouiij,. 

A rejx)rt of the proceedings will l«- fnmid on page 390 of this 
issue. 

Hurlingham Balloon Contests. 
The following dates for balloon eontesu at Hurlingham have been 

tixed ;— 

Wednebday ... ... ... lune lath, 1912. 

.Siiufday ... ... ... June 23nd, 1912. 

S.irurday July 13th, 191 2. 

MenilKTs of the lb. y d .Vcm Club are admilled frc<- on tlii -e dates 
on piiiduv liiiii of ilirir mcinlM-i sii; ] • 1 .in 

Royal Aero Club f. Royal Automobile Club Golf Match. 

Atraiigenieitts are liein^; made foi a ^'olf luati li b' twci'ii tlu Ki.y.il 
Auliimobili- Club and the Koyal Am- Club to lie plajeii early In 
liiiic. Mr'mlicrs of tin- Royal \erii rlub wisliinj; to take pari are 
re<|ucsii'd to send in thcii name- and handica]' to (he .secretary. 
Till 11. 11 li will be played on liaridi<'aps. 

ifi6, Piccadilly. HAROLD E. PERKIN, Secretary. 



The British Aerlil Fleet. 

In reply to (juestions in the House of Conoiions on Tuesday 
I.ist, Col. Scely slated that no officers have yet been gaielted to the 
Royal Hying Corps, but there are now ten otliccr. en^;a(.;ed on 
.aeio].lane woik and ten i-lhcer Oyrs o'ceivirig instruciion in 
oliservalion from captive am: !u i ij.dii.on- .iiid ai/ship'' Ix-forc under- 
taking; similar work from acioi laiji . 1 )i. aemplanes in possession 
of ihe War De))artniinl arc: ( iin 1 :irin;iri biiilant, four Bristol 
biplanes, one Bleriot monoplane, one llreguet biplane, one Nicijport 
monoplane, one Deperdussin, one Bristol monoplane, two B.E. 
(factory typcsj. In addition, there are under reconstruction in the 
factory : One Bristol tajdane, one PauOian, one Howaid-Wrig^ 
and one BlMot. 

A Gross-Channel Service. 

SoMK particulars air 10 hand from I'raiu i . of the piojt-ct of the 
" Xaviijation " .Aericnnc for the establishment of a cross (Channel 
passenger service. It is stated that a start will be rn.ade in luly, 
the aero[)lancs being Ihe two large Sloan bi curve biplanes iitlcd 
with 100 h.p. Clergel engines. Ii is pro]>oscd rliai the aeroplanes, 
which will carry four or five passengers, shall start fron; Dover and 
Calais at a hxcd time each morning, while on fme days should they 
be in demand, the macMnet will mutt several aamsffi. 
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COMFEREMCE AT THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
NAVAI. AND MII^ITARY AVIATION. 



ON 



At ihv House of Coniiiions on Tuesday of ihis week, Cul. I^clI)', 
IJndfi -Soi n iary of Stale for War, presided over a < onference that 
wa-. attcri'icil iiy ilie leading pilots and other.-, interested in the 
development of aviation. The Koyal Aero f'liiti w.i^ insTrumenial 
in arranging the meeting and Sir Charles Kcise, < ii . Mr.an of the 
Club, thereiore opened the proceedings by expiaiiun^ ii. Col. Seely 
that those present had come to hear him disci)s.s the Government's 
proposaU with regard to aviation a.<> outlined in the memorandtiin 
preiented to both Hoiues of Parliamenti foU pflionhm of whidi 
hne abeady been published in FuDHT. 

Col. Seely expteoed bis pleasure at the attendance of so many 
pfomiaent men in the woiM of aviation, and said that while he was 
ptepaMd to answer any questions he thoiffiht it might perhaps be 
better in the first ittstancc to recapitulate ue outstanding {loincs of 
the memorandum and the Army Orders connected therewith by 
briefly reviewing the (iroc-edure to be followed by a hypothetical 
applicant for admission to the Koyal Klying Corps. The first point, 
said Col. Seely, was to write to (ieneral Hender.>>on al the War 
Ufiice, London, giving the number of the pilot's .Aero Cluh certificate 
and some jnirticuTars as to age, height, weight, .Vc. If accepted the 
candidate proceeded to the Central Klyinjj -Srh.iul on Salisbury 
Plain as a probationary officer U> uiulerf^o a niui:.e of |iro(;re.ssive 
tuition in flyin^;, and In reccivi- varimi'. oihe? in^triiclions of which 
partii vilat wrn de'aikd in tin iiicnn piauduMi. ] [ was anticij)aled 
thai tins |iiiitMiiniiary ik tIihI would last from two to three monthii, 
and III soiiu' ra-i's. |.< ili.>ps. <'ven for less dme than this, when the 

jiilivl w;\s .»Wcady an esiK-il. 

I'll! Icarniin; Ki fly privateiy the applicant reci iveil ,/^75, and on 
licing conlirnard as an ollicei of the koyal I lyiii^; Corps was given 
a further /,40 outfit allowance. Havinj^ sc ijiialitied, the officer 
could elect for continuous service with the corps, and according to 
his inclination and the vacancies that offered, might be attached to 
the Naval Wing, the Military Wing, or the Central School. As a 
Syiag officer he received £1 a day, and his term of service was four 
yc«n. 

Relaying t9 the question as to the prospects at t^ fW^ Cf }^ ^gm 
ct lemce. Col. Seely remarked that he could nudce no proiuuet. 
It was within the powers of the authorities to extend the term of 
service from year to year, but the calling was esiientially a young 
Dill's kib. Those who went in 6>r it lil^iv^ look at it from the 
point 0( view of ex|)erienco to be gidnetf; Under the scheme no 
arrangements had been made or were contemplated by which officers 
wertild lie jiensioned after a lone tern; of years because a long term 
of service was not contemplated, and it v. mild U- difficult to siy what 
arrangements would be made if an cxre]>iional case of this sort arose. 
While attached to the corps, however, oliiccrs would, as shown in the 
Army Order, be eligible for pen.sions if disabled in tliVhi. 

Those who di<l not clccl for continuous seivicf could join the first 
reserve, in wliicli oam' they must put in an .ii;i;iet;au n{ nine hours 
flying; during; cai h i|narler in order to qualify Im tlu rclamiiig fee of 
i 50 |)cr annuiii to which ihey were entitled. Mem- pieclse ref,'iila- 
tions would pr<)l>.d>ly lie drawn up rej;ardinL', the nature of the 
quarterly flights re<|uired, and in n ply to a c|iie^tion. Col. .Seely said 
he would consider the advisability of specifying a iiiinimuni altitude 
in connection witli them, lie ixpl.iiiicd that officers would be 
encouraged to u.sc their own machines on such occasions, and that 
the State would repair damages free of charge. Flights would have 
to be made under observation, but as far as possible the convenience 
of officers would be studied, so that many of them would Im.- aUe to 
fly at the aerodromes at which they were ordinarily engaged. 

One thing, said Col. Seely, that must be very clearly borne in 
mind was the obligation that the officer assumed when joining the 
Koyal Flying Corps. He must be prepared to serve the State in 
uy port of the world in time of national emergency, and speaking 
of hts own personal experience in the matter. Col. Seely said that 
he was convinced that it was projier not to attemjn to limit the 
boundaries of .service for an arm like the Klytnc Corps because the 
Wjr nature of aviation was such as to set any arbitrary Unindaty at 
defence. Col. Sedy also emphasised the [Kissible utility of aero- 
pluCB ill nav.d w.ufaie, es|,i ( ially having regard to the increased 
speed of i-hipn. .Snniili caK nI irmn, s.iid ('ol. Scely, Would .-^how 
that the pilot Ih inf; a! qiiile an nnlinary altitude of 2,000 ft. would 
have within range lo.ocw sij. miles of sea. To a sea power like 
ourselves u w.is impos^iWe to estimate the enormous value that 
acroiilane oliseivatmns might lie for naval l>urj>oses, and for this 
reason alone it would be unwise to restrict the service of the Klying 
Corps to flights within the boundary line of our coast. A flying 
officer, therefore, whether in the first reserve or serving with the 
corps would hare to be prepared to go anywhere in times of 



In addition to the first reserve, there was also a second rcMrve, 
and Col. Seely thought that they would not at first ^ss offitwrs 
into the second reserve unless they had first served m the first reserve. 
In the second reserve oBkers would be under no obligation to make 
flights other than in times of emergency, and they wotild receive no 
retaining fee , Everyone who held rank in the corps would be a person 
holding a practical certificate, and he hoiked with special knowledge on 
the whole subject both at home and abroad. The Government were 
pcepared to undertake the repair of a pilot's own machine if it was 
£imaged in reasonable circumstances at the Central P lying School, 
and the machine would still remain the property of the pilot. 

In conclusion. Col. Seely appealed to all pMtent to do their 
utmost to make the scheme a success. 



The point at issue in connection with the conference was .solely the 
question of encouraging civilian livers to become flying officers, and 
had nothing whatever directly to do on this occasion with the 
purchase of machines or the position of the British aeronautical 
industry. But when you come to look at it below the surface it 
is not difficult to realise that this ijuesi ion of personnel lies at the 
root of the whole subject uf nialcriel in so far as the manufacture! of 
the latter seeks to find supjiort for his industry from the Government's 
official interest in flying and things a] .pertaining to flight. 

Thus the sooner the ( invernnient has Ihe men the sooner will they 
U- able 1(1 get to work using up the maciiines, and the sooner will 
tlicy I' <]viire the British manufacturer to build others. It is to the 
mauufaciurer's inierasi, therefore, that everyone who can fly, 
including himself, should make application to join the Royal Flying 
Corps, which should for the moment be done by writing to General 
Henderson at the War Office. Those only who have Royal Aero 
Club certificates are eligible for immediate appointment to the corps, 
but otliers who wish to take up flying with the object of joining when 
proficient, should first asceruin if they will be eligible by writing to 
General Henderson now. It is an essential part of the scheme 
that all prospective officers should obtain their first certificate 
mivately and at 4>eir ovm ^tpenae. Afierwai^s the War 
Office will pay Itiii £7$ on his iippdnttnent to the cmrps, 
in which he becomes a protntlonary officer until he has satisfactorily 
passed a general course of instruction at the Central Flyittg School 
on Salisbury Plain. Those who are already expert pilots can 
receive their additional training in reconnaissance, &cc., by at- 
tachment to the Militaiy Wing instead oi going to Salisbury 
Plain, but one and all must qualify in the other arts that make 
flying useful in war before they can be confirmed in their ap- 
pointments as flying officers. A full course at the Central 
i'lying School is expected to last four months ; when completed 
the flying officer may elect for continuous service or the reserve, 
according as he is free to give up his whole time to the work or not. 
Tlie period of service in cither case is four years, but in the reserve 
H is only necessary to fly for an aggregate of nine hours each quarter 
in order lo cpialify for the retainer of £^0 per annum, wfiereas the 
continuous service is, of course, like any other commission in the 
Army, an all lime job, having, however, in Ais case pay at Uw nie 
of £1 a day and ujiwards. 

Now, in.ismuch as flying is not an art that can be picked tip 
week-ends, it may be .said without i)rejudice that anyone who is in 
a position to learn to fly properly is also ill a ppntion to become 
an officer of the Royal Flying Corps. 

It is a young man's job, of course, when reg^ed in the light of 
the future, but for the moment it is unlikely that age will Ix- allowed 
to stand in the way of those already known to be unusually pro- 
ficieiU at the flying art. Both now and in the future, however, a 
youi^ a^ m%ht do bx worse than lake his four years' service with 
the R.P;G. as a preliminary to the more serious business of life. 
Men of the cUss and stamp we have in mind when saying this, do 
just as dangerous work and with less purpose in ifheir ordinary 
pursuit of pleasure, so they ought to meet with encouragement rather 
than opposition in the home. It is a vocation that should appeal to 
the Britisher with a iiill force; he pnrsoa aa iK^mation that he 
might have choscn in any case, and he serm ^country into 
the bargain. Incidentally, he becomes an officer holding His 
Majesty s Commission, receives a not inconsiderable rate of pay, 
and walks out into the world at large haviiK had the finest sort of 
apprenticeship that a man of his class could possibly serve. And, 
we weiuld add that it is not alone to the scions of wealUiy houses 
that Uus -hoi; tern, seivice with the Royal Flying Corps should 
appi .il. England would be all the better for more men on the look 
out for experience of this son instead of' so many who start life in 
search of a pension and make no more than as much effort to " malte 
good " as is f eqoired to get it. 
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British Notes of the Week. 



Mf. Hamefs AeropUae Tears. 

tf^ Having Sttcceasfonyaccanpiidied the iMAdtAtoP 

a lady passenger. Mi. Gustav Hamel dnrine itte last few days has 

made the double journey between France and England, and alio 
attcmjitcil a juurnc) to Biaixitx. He left Issy on Thursday moming 
of last week, accompanied by Miss Trehawke Davics, with the 
intention of making a ronnd trip to Brussels and I^ndon and back 
to Paris, but at Comprez, near Compiegne, he was brought down by 
hlight trouble with his petrol tank, tie decidt-d to restart ut o i>\ lcu k 
on the following morning, but abandoned the project of tlyun; to 
Urusscls, and determined to proceed stran;ht to London. A ^a\l was 
made at Hardelol at 9 o'clock, and, after a gmxl rest, a siaii was 
made on the cioss-Channfl trip at half-jiast foui. I lalf an houi later 
the Blcriot ironoplane wa*. over Dover, heading foi l^ndon, but the 

wind piovcii til U- iiK) tiyint;. i.,i)n>c(jiicntly, it was decided to comc 
down at Canter bury, and spend the iiij;lu there. 

After fultilling some engagement^ dunn^ the week-end, which wa> 
the reason for his abandoning his lirusscls trip, Mr. Uamel, with 
Miss Uavies, set out once more bum CaiiterbaiT* wtam he llHtd left 
his machine, on Monday aftenioon to iretum to Fnnce. 
Leaving Canterbury at 5.30 p.m., Dover was passed in 
about 20 minutes, a splendid landing was made at 

H^nNlelot at twelve minutes pAtt aix. Amtted by the wind 
the omsea journey was made in the reovd time of lai 
minutes. On Tuesday morning at 5 a.m. Mr. Hamel and 
Miss Davia were once more away bound for Biarrits, an entry 
having been made l>y Mr. Ilamel for the Coupe Poromcry. 
Beauvais was reached at 6.25, but at Antony, to the south-we.si of 
Paris, th' wind was found to be too great to permit further progre.'Ui. 

The Handicap at Brooklands. 

lil.mu will be found the entries foi ihi ^ 1 1 1^^ i , kih; i \ h.uidn aji 
.Trr.inged lo take pl.n e at Itrookl.inds tlii> afleiiioon i^alurd.iyj. I'hi- 
slan is timed for 5.,;o ii.ni., and thi course will Ix- tive miles to the 
West of the l iving < .round, su allowing; for the romiK-titors to !« in 
view all ihe time : — las. Valentine (Hristol tr,i)nii|il.un 1, (. . 11. I'lMon 
(IJrislol nioiio|iinnci, Mrs. 11. 1>. Hewlett and tl. Illonileau ( l ai iiiani, 
Herbert Spencer (Spencer bipl ane), N. S. Percival i I'ercival biplane), 
W. B. K. .\Ioorhouse (Blcriot), Lieut. J. C. Porte ( Uc|)erdussin), L. 
Howard-Klanders(Handersnionoi(lane),T. O. M. Sopwith(BI6riot), 
T. O. M. Sopwith (Burgess- Wright), A. V. Koc (Avro monoplane), 
M. Ducrocq (Hanriot monoplane), C. L. PasUey (Uombei: mono- 
pUne), C. F. Pixey (Bristol biplane), Captain Woodt (Vidcers 
monoplane). 

Forthcoming Events at Hcndon. 

Apart from the May Meeting which is being held at Ilendon 
to-day, regular week-end programmes have Ik-ch ananged up lo 
June 8th, when the first aerial Derliy over a circular course of alxiul 
ICO miles round London will be held for the Jfiii/v Mail I rophy. 
At Whitsuntide, there will be a three days meeting following on the 
lines of the successful Easter meeting. In addition to the fixtures 
definitely airaneed. dates will be announced later for the l.adic s 

® Ci) 



Aviation Meeting, lUumiii.ited Ni^ht I hmg. Military Aviation, 
Display and l'aili.imentary l)ay. The d.iie> to tic renicmln nil just 
now are May llth, Second May Meeting;: M.iy iSlli, .Siiuimer 
Meeting; May 35th, Second London Aviation Meeting (three days); 
June tat» Jme Meeting: i Jhm Itta, nnt AaiW Zfwhy. 

Trophies to be Won at Hendon. 

In coni!i\ liMh uiili thi ui i'u end meetings which are being W 
suece^-fuiA h: i.i -.'A liu IoMi.>i, \>'!<..itome, Hendon, quite a Cm 
array ut itophies have Ikjcu pioentcd to the Directon ior cooipeli- 
tioo. TiMMe iadode piiaes offered bv Mr. J. Norton Griffitfas, 
Mem. llMifjn and Webb, the DaUy Mail, the Daily Mimr^ 
Mr. W. T««Bnii Measn. St. Ltd., Mr. CrrU Manda, Mr. 
Seymomr Hkk^ Mr. Arthur Rdbart*. 

Virdcat Telegraphy at Hcodon. 

\ WIKKI.KSS telegraphy station has just been lilted up a( llenduo 
l>y Messrs. A. W. (.damage, Ltd. A transmitter was fixed on Mr. 
Valentine's monoplane, while a receiving station has been installed 
at that flyci's hangar. We uoderstand that Mr. Valentine succeaik 
fully transmitted some messages while in flight 00 Sunday last. 

Mr. H. Barber ready for Consultation. 

Mk. II. Bakiikk, we are glad to hear, has now finally arranged 
to remain in the aeronautical world, as we recently announced he 
hoped to, as a consulting aeronautical engineer. His offices will be 
in the vicinity of St. James' Street. Mr. Barber's services, with 
hii very remarkaltle experience not only as a designer but also as 
a constructor and pilot, dating back some years, should be an 
invaluable asset for constructors to be able lo call upon. Having no 
trade interests to interfere, his work will be purely professional, and 
we understand that he will \x prepaied to undertake designa and 
drawings and, if necessary, su|iervise actual construction. Berfdw 
otiiei important firms, he luu already been retained in connection 
with the building of the Henry and Maurice Karnaan msfhines in 
this countrj-, building operations lieinj; lii.ely to mmmenoe this 
month. Considerable time, money, and w 1 ,ie.i < ii'>it will be nved 

liy inventors and cx|>crimeiiiei.'> liy .li ni 1 mi uli iihiii with a man 
of .Mr. Hai 1»t's ex|KTience, as, to Ix- alile to ileiei 1 whul lus been 
tried time after time and found wanting, iv alxmi the most valuable 
informalioii th.it can be obtained piiiii In the laying out of money on 
innovations. W'c wish .Mi. llaibcr every success in his oew 
deiKtrture. I le is retaining as his cllief ■SSiStWIt Mr. C. W. Harris, 
late works maiuigcr to the A.S. L. 

A Fine Flight on a Caudron, 

The other day Mr. Ramsay was at the Caudron headqtmrteis 
at Kue on buiiness for Mr. W. H. Ewen, and was taken for an 
hour's trip on the Caudron racing liifilanc liv Rene Caudron. ThHt 
was a 35.mile wind blowing at the time, 'rlie flight wa« condadid 
by a fine to! plane, with the engine stopixrd, from a height of I, $00 
feet over the sea, a landing U-ing effected abiiut 10 yards from the 
water's edge. By the way, Uyott was an interested spectntor of this 
flight, and manifested grwt interest in the new monoplaiM. 



Foreign Aviation News. 



The Coupe Pommery Coinp2tltlon. 

DfRINO the last days of Last week several flyers were lAisy, 
either preparing 01 nuikinf; alli nipts for the Couixf Tommery, which 
will be awarded for the loiigccii flight in a straight Une, starting from 
a point in France^ the thiid hiUf^^aily leetian of whidi dosed on 
the 30th nit. 

GU the 35th ult., Prevost on his Deperdussin went fiom liiflf to 
^^nacbublay, and later in the afternoon started for Kini^, feat 

landed in a cemetery at Vitry-le-P'rancois, and did not readi Nancy 
until the 27tb. Also, on the 25ih, Vedrines went from Villacoublay 

to Douai to prepare for his trip to Spain. 

Urindejonc des Moulinais on the following morning set out from 
Villacoublay to fly as far as possible in a southerly direction. He 
made one stop at Poitiers and then went on to Angouleme, where, 
in landing, chic of the wheels of his Moiane monoplaac was buckled, 
and as repairs could not be completed in time he dedded to go back 
anH make a fresh start. 

l irst place was eventually secured by a comparatively tuiknown 
pilot, Bedel, who, on a .Moiane monoplane, on the last day of the 
month, made the journey ittweeii Villacoublay ami Kiarril?. He 
started at 4.51 a.m., and at 0.20 landed at Larcay, 11 kiloms. from 
Tours. After fillin;; up tic restarted at 7.2, and reached Angouleme 
at 8.35. leaving again at 9. 10, the next stop was at Bordeaux, where 



he f^iwiifWnttfl veiy mudi of the cokL He did not goljm tatU 4.34* 
and laiufed at BibMtz at 5.45 p.m. 

On the same day Prevost, with M. Besnard, went fraes Nuqr to 
Sables d'Obmne, in the Bay of Biscay, a trip of 650 kiloBS. 

Flying Roanl Parli. 

At last the Cap offered by M. Deutsche de U Meurthe in 1906 
for a flight of 100 miles round Parii, touching at Sl Germain, 
Senlis, Meanx, and Melun, is being competed for. The first attempt 
was made on the 25lh by Frcy on his Hinriot, but starting froa 
Iiqr he only got as far as Meaux, where he had to come down 
thrai^ trouble with his petrol supply. Me returned ai once to 
Issy, to prepare for another try. On the morning of the aSdi 
Tabuteau, starung from Villacoublay, succestfalljr made the round 
in ih. 47m. 4ii|«., hia average t|iced working out to 112 kiloms. an 
^onr. It if a conditim attaching to the Cup that nn one can claim 
it unless they improve on the previous holder's time liy ten per cent. 
On Saturday evening Helen decided to have a try, also starting from 
Villacoublay a-. Tabuteau h.id done. He, however, could not do 
l^riter than 1 hour 39 mins., which work> out to a speed of 
121 kilometres an hoot, not quite sufi^cient to aecare ipoiMi- 
sinn of the Ttoplqr. He will, how«««r, mke raoOar attea^ 
shortly. 
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H«nry Farman Testing His Monoplane. 

"''^..P'«**"l »«y in which he rests his own n.arhine-,, 
MT. nenry tMnoMa wU a i^endid example to other construrtors, 
both at home ud abroad. We W already referred to sonic of tl.c 
U«U he ha* made with hu new moooplaoe. uid in our ItM week'- 

fJiL."!f"», T 7f T^'. <*• CTOM-countr) trip he had 

-ccompluhed On Tuerfajr of last week he agate .tartcd from 
Cha^onj, « .11 a-, ompanied by hi. bitfafi.1 fimman De Kam, and 

M how ..,1 n half, the speed being about I30k.p.h. ^ the next 

.w ;'"m >^^"''°"'' ""'^ ""^ changing over to the new 
!n I i r L '"'^"'^ «f 'he flying ground, 

and ap^uM .ak,„^ 1 c Ran, w„(, him went over to Compile, the 
™ch.ne Lc.ns; l.tlle trouble! by the .SO-raile-an-hour windT They 
«fl«wards weni on to K.ru.vais, whero they had lunch, subsequent 
to WWch I hey rontumed thc.r journe y to Buc, where they finished 
tteiS; m.U- ir,p at half,«i,st .sev.-n in ih.- evonmg. This new 
Wgwe is (1 ic-d with an .mprovcl l.indinf; diavMs. which con- 
MHBUy facihtatcs observations being made of the country l«Iow. 

A Fast Trip. 

_ " •' >'[';'"'■' monoplane, on the 2Sth uh.. Heard flew from 
-1 »K^'¥::iilSi"f!l2""=""8 40 kiloms. in 17 mins. lie landed 
•tth. Uhwte MmdRmie afier a fine flight of as mins. above the 



Kleopoft Moaoplanes for Spanish At my. 

. ^'-^'Irid, on the 25th ult., Weymann received severai Kien^ 

port n.onoi.lanes for thi' Spanish army, and tested them hi the 
prcsvnr,- of ilif nulitary offircrs. He flew several timesover Madrid, 
on out- occabion taking Colonel Viv«t-y-Vich u a passengejr. 

Cspt. Gerrard leaves Pau. 

school a I ,„, .tu.lyin^. il.cse tnachmes, Capl. Gcrrard, R.M.LJ., 
whn W.I, hn. ciu,t;c- of th<- Navy-s jo-h.p. finomcNienport. left oo 

Uc 25111 uli. on lii^ w iv hdiiu , 
Wttght'Llftlng on a Saucbez-Btsa. 

At Is.sy, on ihc 26ih uh., Colliex was testing a Sanchei-Besa 
Sf^J y.^ f'"^. flighte with a load pf 4«! Wk<gs. The 
the nwdune each tuBe WW particttlwI)t^Q^ 

Two Good Cross'Coiiatcy FU||^ts« 

^C* the a6th ult., Gra/7ioli and Senart left Is.sy on their Bleriot 
■onoiilaneo, which arc fitted with the new six-cylinder so.6o h p 
Anzani einjmes. In accordance- with big wniMemente, Gra«ioli 
Undcd a Orleans, while Senart came down .tlSnsrin he Yonn" 
dis ri.t. having covered 120 kiloms. in a straight line. Hisdist^n« 
must haN, U cn considerably more than this. However, as he had to 

■■^ at nmmt. Gnutnoli returned to Iiq; on Mondtf . 



Farman Military Pilots. 

l-Sf^H '^^^ i^"""' %«WK». «« « Maurice Farman 

k^^V '^r' « »«>lWior certffieate over a course 

from Buc to lUmneval and back. ««urac 

Further Entries for Grand Prix. 

, Three fiuther entries, carrying the total to scv.nken hnvv 

TW.HT'I*^™*'^* '^"^ '7 are liannot monoplane 
wil^ff, ^1 °' -^"^J^" 'h^-d. and military engineer. 

Uu Ha^ When fm.shcd, the clear ground at Avrille will be 
6a. nu- ,es wide by 1,500 metres long. Two courses wm b^ 
arranged, one for siaitiiig and the other for afriTiif. 

A R.E.P. Superior Pilot. 

On the 24th ult., at Buc, Lieutenant Maurice, on his K E V 

:An Aeroptaac Rcvtew a* MaiQf Quap. 

Mffleraad. Mhusterof War, visited the Mailly 



From Etampes to Mailly Camp. 

On the jolh ult. , CommandanI Felix and Lieuts. de la Morlaye 
and (ie tieyer d'CJrth went on their Bleriols from Etampes to .Mailly 
Camp, the three aviators keeping their machines at a high altitude 
throughout the 175 kiloms. On arrival at >railly the aviators were 
joined in the air by Capt. Echenian and Lieuts. de Rose, Chevreau 
and Leiievrc, .so that M. Millerand, Minister of War, who was 
reviewing iroopii at the time, had the experience of seeing seven 
Bleriot machines in ihi- air at one time. 



has qualified 
an hour's flight 



Long Flights on a Savary. 

At the Snvarv .Selionl at Chartres, .Sergeant Pene 
for a su|)erior rt :!iti, al'-. Me made his final test n 
on the a^rd ult. 1- rant/. luLvsed his hrsl lest two days later, his second 
on the following day, and completed the tests oii the 25ih. His 
course was from Chartres to Orlean.s and back, which was covered in 
I hour 45 mins., with the machine carrying 155 kiiop. of balbtst. 

Flying to a Football Match. 

H/\viN(_; ai^ engageir.en! to play in tile l(jul!)ail team .if the 
46th .Artillery at Charleville, Lieut. .Morel, on Monday, mounied his 
aeroplane and flew from Mourmelon to Charleville, taking an hour 
and ten minutes for the Jgpniijr. 

A Hydro-Aeroplane Contest In Belgium. 

I'Oi I MwiNo oiit a wi^h e.\)ires?cd by the Cmimiission appointed 
by the Hel^,'iaii Oovernniunl lo con^de the .niesiion of utilizing 
aviation in the Congo district, the Belgian Aero Club is organising 
an international competition for hydio^aer«q>lanes to be held befi»e 

the end of the summer. 




Flugtfort. 



Henry of PrussU^ ce^itt^ "''.'■^"'"l '° 

Signature a. ab^6Jl2*5i*7//*°'' subscribed his 



May 4. 1912. 



A Little Comedy at Cologne. 

In 1909 the military authorities of Colojjne announced that 
thc}^ could not permit ajiy Ijalloonists or •▼iai(ir> to |i.Tis over thi- 
fortifications of Coloj;ne. I^~t year the Aero Chili ff Cologne got 
these regulations niojiMt ii to :hf extent that flights nu;;iu 1^- made 
if paiiseogets were known to the auihoriiics. The other day 
Wagal ^,tflgk« pasg«jg(W Qwr the eitf , and accidcntaJlr frng/at to 
noofy nis name to Ott GtWemment, and dik coming to the ean 
the officials, they immediately ordered that no furtiier flights were 
to be made. In consequence Worntgen has packed up and shifted 
his headquarters to Siegbourg, and the townspeople ol Cologne, 
which has done a good deal to encourage aviation in Germany, are 
up in arms against the military. The latter, however, refuse to 
reconsider their decision, and a big protest meeting is to be held, and 
it i- suggested thai the matter shall be- brought to ihc notice of the 
linitxrror. It is stated that the danger of anyone seeing the fortiti- 
cations is not serious, as they are of no great value ; while, anyway, 
they may be seen by any ordinary pedestrian, cydisi or motonst. 

Over Part o! the Pcklo-Paris Course. 

In order to be present at the inauguration of the new Canijianilc 
at Venice, (.jiovanni Widncr llew from Trie»te to Venice on Sunday 
last. The distance is about lOO kiloms. as tiie crow flies, and it will 
form part of the course of the Paris- Pekin race. 

Bulgarian Anny aad Avlatioa. 

The Bulgarian War Office having ordered some Bl^iut mono- 

fknes, have sent Lieuis. PeirotT, TopractchielT, and Boedanoflf to 
'ranee to be instructed in the art of piloting the naehliiat. Two 
non-commissioned officers have also been sent to undergo ti^tfeg as 

mechanicians. 

The Italian National Fund. 

TiiK movement for presenting aeroplanes to the Italian Army 
is goinj^ ahf.iii, om- fif the blesl suliscription-- tv'ing /'Soo, from Ihc 
Dowager ',Hii ; n \lr'.ri;hcrita. A similar mhi. has Keen suli^crilK'd 
by VeniOf loi a niacliine wlurli will lie iiaiiietl Si. M.iik and by 
Saleriui for an aorojUane ',u l.e.ii liu name of the lowu. The city 
of Tuiiu lias oiVered ui jirovide an aeroplane and foui hangars. The 
Minister of Wat has appointed a Committee to go into the question 
of starting a volunteer Air Corp-,. 

Gordon Bell at ConstantinopU'. 

t)N .Sunday liVst, Mr. (loidon Hell was at Consiaiitinople and 
made a line llight over the Tarkish capital and also over the troops 
which were being reviewed. The flights were, itf coutsci carried out 



with a R.E.?. iHirWwi. Jww*l of wiiidi ham been oiderad hf die 
TkirkiA GcnrendMat in ooniHetfcm wiib their project fer the 
establishment of an aeiial corps. .Starting from San Stefiun, he 
foUowed the ooast at a good heigh:, pavsing over the Palace of Seven 
Towers, tnmtng at Seraglio Point, and than tkmajt» BoigtklOKVk 
He icttimed to the < I < >lden I lurn, and M ett to dienihi whm tt* 

troops u eie In iiig levu wed by tilC Sultan« 
New American Priiis, 

.'V i RizE of a thousand dollars ha.<i been offered by Mr. James 
Means, of Hoston, Ma.ss., to aviators using his patent control. 
Com|ietitors will have to make three flights of not less than half aa 
hour, one of no: less than one hour, ai>d one of not l'-~s than 90 
minutes, .ind the winner will l>c the one who n;a).' s ihe longest 
duration in the last flight. A further ptixc of a thousand dollars is 
ottered to manufiwtnien who teach ttn pufdb to fulfil the same 
conditions. 

® ® ^ ® 

Airship News. 

The Japancw "PiuaeML'* 

Tkk "Parseval Kill," bought by the Japanese Government, 
made a trial trip on the 17th ult., sailing from BitterfeM to Leipsig fai 
on hour and a half. It afterwards returned 10 Hiilerfeld, where it 
was further tested on the following day. With seven nersons on 
board, including two Japoneie officers, it attained a might of 
i.aoo metres. 

Spiess Dirigible Nesrlog Completion. 

Tim, Sjiiess diiigiblc, whii li is of the rigid ty|)e, nnd is being 
presented hy its designer to the I-ieiich Ciovrrnmcnl, has now licen 
practirally completed in the works of the Zodiac Company, aiul the 
motors arc undercom^; lluir tests before iK-iiig inktallcd. It is 
intcrestitii; in note that Mi. .Spiess, accompniilril by a Krenrli officer 
who spe. i,ili-!-s in diiicilili' woi k , in i-nlly paid n visit to Daden 
Hadeii, and had a iiip of ioiii lioui - on one of the Zeppelins. 

A Long Voyage by " Parseval." 

< Is I lie J( nil nil. , tin- " I'arscval " airs 
and reai he 1 lohannisthal safely at S.io. 



hip left Halle at 3.45 a.m. 



A New Zeppelin for German Army. 

.'\ 1 thi' /.cp|)clin Works al I- u-idiu hsliafcn, I:ist week, the first 
tests were carried out with a new Zcp|x:lin dirigible " / XII," con - 
Rtracted for the German Army. 




TUB eaiflmON HYDRO'BI PLANE AT MONAG0.-C>a the left the li cateriaff the waur. In France it la tcmned 
**• tme •no'smphibtan," Cor, by virtue of Its combined -wfaeel'aod'float UDdcKantage. It can rlac from and land on both 
vnxet. On the rlgbt, the Caudron hydro'blplane landing after a flight, it is Interetttog tfut this m y ■•*«tn f 
t c q t riw no help other than that of its own engine to come back to land after nmainf over Ae sea* 
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TH£ ACCIDENT 




VcdrlBcs, the great French flyer, whose tunbrtuoate accideat 
en Monday has once more laid him by lite, heclif In a 
characteristic attitude when on Bfiag Wiat, 
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TO VEDRINES. 

It rame as a great shock to most foltowers of aviation On Mcmaay 
to hear that Vedrines, the Wol of Fiance, had met 

with a serious accident. He had ttin^iinced his mtention of flying 
from liru.sels to Madrid in one day, but as he incidentally 
wijhprl to L omi)etc for the Coupe Pomeroy— for the longest flight 
in a straight line— and the oondidaa «h that cup calls for 
ft start from French soil, he eventually decided to make a 
beginning from DoaaL He intended to stop at Villacoublay, 
Pcntiers, Bordeaux, Biarriti and Burgos, and starting from Douai 
at 5.15, he expressed the hope of being in the Spanish capital 
I))- 6 o'clock. He started off at t UfiOii speed from Douai, following 
the lUlpmr iine to Paris. He was at a good lieight when passing 
St. Dlttftt taa St. Quentin, bui when nvei Enghicn at alxnit a 
quarter past six, it was iibscrvcd that his motor was not firing 
regularly. At Kijinay he stemed to prepare to come down, but 
when a short distance from the ground, thi- aeroplane capsized and 
fell on to the railway line. A level crossing kff|ier at once 
notified the ,ignalnian, with the resiiU that an i x|)iess train 
which was piai-lii'aUy due was suipjicd, wliiU: unothci train 
which just previously Vedrines had l)ecn racing ])ulled up just 
by the wreck. The aviator, who it was feared at first was dying, 
was i)laced in thf: train and taken to Paris lo the Lari boisicrc 
Hospital. 'I'here the doctors lound that, although there were no 
boncs liroken, the injuries were so severe that it was feared at first 
iliLie was no ho]>e of recovery. Later bulletins, however, are 
slightly more hoiieful. 

As lo the raiise of tin- acr.iiient this is al jiresenl a mystery, hut it 
is thought that in view of iiioloi troubles X'cilriiies intended to land 
al I'.pinay, and it might be that he selected a landing place, but aftei 
to/ f>iiiiniir down rnd finding that it was a (ield of long grass, he 
tried to rise .again. He then probably got into difficulties owing to 
his motor not re-starting, and he may have been caught by one of 
the telegraph wires liordering the railway. It is still hoped,- how- 
ever, that the aviator, by the skill of the doctors, will recover 
oomp^tely and then maybe the mystery will be cleared up. 

It wttuld appear that Vedrines' injuries might not have been so serious 
had he yielded to the advice of M. Deperdussin and worn a safe^ 
helmet, but he was so confident that be preferred to do without one. 

Immediat^<Einhc»rii^of the accident, the French Ministerof Wat, 
M. Mitleralid', ptMyedrines' name f<»waid for tiK L^ion oil Honoor. 
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AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

OFFICIAL NOTICES AS SUFPLIED BY THE SECRETARY. 

MuibU'Mx/ Wedtusday «U the Koyal United. $lf1fk0yl*^Uj0lim% 
WhUektUl, 8.30 p.m. lecturer, Jirigadur-Gentrat ffiudei^tm. 

Chitiririan, Generit! Sir /ohn /-r-tni /i. 

Election of Associate Fellows. — The nest election of Associai 



Fellows will lie lielil in |une next. Tlie last day for the receipt of 
applications will lie Tuesday, May 281 li, and the result of the 
election will be declared on Wednesday, June 12th. Application 
forms may now be obtained from the Secretary, and it should be 
noted that it it not naoeswry that the applicants •bonld be members 
of the Society. 

Election oF Student.— The fiaUowing has been dected » Student 

of the Society :— J. C. Savage. 

Programme of Meettnga.— To be held at the Royal United 
Service Institution : — 
May 8U1, Wednesday, 8.30 p.m. Chairman, Genenl Sb Jftdm 



GenenI Henderson's Lcctuic^ 

Wb remind our readers that 6enerd flendferson is to iiaail a 
paper on the '* Design of a Military Scouting Aeroplane " before'^ 
members of the aeronautod Society, next Wednesday evening. 
The meeting will take place as usual at S.30 p.m., at tbe |leg>al 
United Service Institution in Whitehall, and General Sfir JeAin 
French will be in the chair. Having regard to the imjxirtance of 
the subject, the position that General Henderson holds in connection 
with the formation of the new flying corps, and the interest in high 
<|narteTs that is implied by the presence of Sir John French, the 
occasion bids fair to be a rejietition of the memorable evening a little 
while ago, when Colonel Seely, H.R.H. Prime Louis of Battenberg, 
Lieut. -CieT\cral Sir .\rthur Paget and othii> uUended to hear 
Colonel Capper open .1 di>ru.>ioi. m, ilif miliiarv uses of the 
macluue that (.Uneral Hendcr.son now jJioit-jcs lo treat fiom the 
poinl of vK-w I 'f design. 
Constructors attended in full force on that occasion, and they 



IjlBnch, K.C.M.G. Brigadier-Clencral D. llciukrson, D.S.O. 
C.B., on the "Design of a Military Scouting .'\eroplane." 

May i6th, Thursday, 8.30 p.m. F. H. BramweU on " National 
Physical Laboratory Research." 

June lath, Wednesday, 8.30 p.m. G. Holt Thomason «• Hydro- 
aeroplanes." 

Informal Meetlt^— Infetmul nisStittgs for the discussion of 
set subjects are held it the Soda^s tHices, 11, Adam Sueet, 
Adelphi, on .Mondays, from 5 p.m. May 6th, "Atmospherical 
Condition.s at the Hendon Aerodrome." May 13th, "Double^ 
Engined Aeroplanes." 

Subscriptions. — Delay in the payment of subsaiptions, which 
became due on January ist, forms a serious handicap in the eSiei^ 
conduct of the Society's work, and members who still havei then 
wbscnptions sUU outstanding are reonnted to forward the same at 
the earhest possible moment. T^WSTmSmimfi, Secretary. 
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should certainly make a jwini of being piesent on Wednesday, as 
also should all those who have any inir])ose in im])roviiig llieii 
knowledge of the sort of m.aciiinc lha' is really likely to serve army 
requirements. Of course, these discussions only jiermit of the 
expression of personal and unofficial views, bin that is exactly the sort 
of asMStance^the designer requires, when the i.eo|>le expressing ihem 
have ye s ubject so closely at heart, a,, i> the ca>i- with those who 
have hera taking part in the discussions on I lie military aeroplane 
at the Ailitavmtical Sodety's meetis|;s. 

Flyins Exhibitions at Plymouth. 

Arrangemknts have been made for Mr. T. B(e(i6ML c$|rf 
pilot, and Mr. II. Scott to give exhibition flights on iH^dtfiora' 
nifino|)laiies at Chcl.-on Meadow, ttie site of the Plymoil^ nwe' 
course, on Wednesday, Thursday and Satorday next The ffl^ttS 
are limed lo start at 1. 30 p.m. each day. 
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EIFFEI^. 

NOTES OH Hit BANOLEY PAGE'S LECTURE TO MEMBERS OF THE AERONAUTICAL tOCiSTT. 

£lFRL'8 Jtesistatur de PAtr is a modern aeronautical claisic, the 
moct modem and d>e most classic d the weeks that are at present 
a-railable on this subject. It tmii. tfiewfaee, « most adwituMc 
wadertaking on the part ot tiw AcMwaticri Society to get Mr. t. 
Handley Page to give a lectare on EiffeTs CTpariwentt, irtiicli he 
did with uncommon abiiity on the occasion df< the Anuanal GcitntI 
Meeting the Society, on March xjih.y .-^j 

To maiiie an adequate resnmt of a work like Kiffel's, it is necessary 
to select one particalar point for discussion. Thus, Mi. Ilandley 
Page chose Eiffel's experiments on pressure distribution as ihc haM» 
of his remarket and he added 10 r.invr< rliaijrani!. much analytical 
work of his own in order better ii. csi i.iin iht ii |ir.u tical utility. 

We show on .inother p.itri- .i seru s of llicsi- prc-i>urc distribution 
curves, ami they will be iiilerosUii^ i vcii to stulicnt^ of I'lficl'-s Ixxik 
because wt- haw n ploltiil tlieni on i.uiiul ordiiiales normal to the 
surface of ih.. pianr. It Mr. Handley I'.iLte's opinion, also our 
own (ami we iK-lieve tint it ha.s been connuMtMl by KifTel hiniself). 
that tlic viniical oviiin:iti-> as given in the l)Ook ate incorrcn . 
Thi^ is, iliurtloiL-, ilii- liisi linic iliat tin; ci|uivalent cur>-cs havi- 
been published on a projier bavi^. These curves sliow the static 
pressure on the surface of the plane at every |K>inl fmni entry lu 
trail, both above and below the wing. They h.ive ccuain remark- 
able characteristics that are worthy of the closest study, but foi 
tile benefit of those who are unfamiliar with the subject generally, 
it may be a.s well first to briefly explain their fundamental meaning. 

In^ the middle of each diagram is the section of the plane to 
which it relates, the shaded areas above and below the plane 
tt |di < j ^te > res[iectively, the pre.<:sures on the upper and lower surlaoeii 
*t point from entry to trail. The pressures are the static 
pressure.'! at the surface of the plane, and they are measured by 
the len{;tli of the ordinates drawn normal to the surface. In Eiflel's 
book these ordinates are drawn vertically, even for the curved 
planes, and it is in this respect that our own curves differ from those 
published by Eiffel. 

Now the static pressure in ili' vi ■iiuty nf -he plane is the result of 
the aerixlynamic re.aclioiis t.ikiu^; pi. ice m the rej;ion thai ilie plane 
influences in its flijjht : thai is to .say 11 is an iiides i<> ilie rale of 
change of momentum that the plane imj^arts a mass of air the 
three dimensions of which are defined by functions of tlie span, 
chord and sweep. The radial distance of the curve from tlie upjicr 
or lower surface of the plane indicates the ni.-i(;nilude of llic local 
pressure at that [loiiil and, consequently, shows the efficacy of the 



M. ElfUI. 




Set of atulytical diagrams showing drift and pull along die chord lor five dtflmnt p oi lH o ns along the scmi'Spao. 
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wing-camber in causing a deflection in the air stralun^ When the 
radial distance of the curve from the plane L< cousideraiilc. then the 
air stratum i> being rapidly aoreleraied : when the distance is less, 
then tJie air stratum i> not undergoing such a rapid chan^;c, and if it 
be found that the camber and attitude of the plane iiu^jht to have 
inainiained the initial deflection, ihen any such falling off in pressure 
would be an indication thai the camber is less ertective at one jarl 
than another of the wing section. 

In general, it will be obierved that the tiaihng |>orlion of the 



[/yCHT 



wing section is less eftet tive than the leading poitu)!). Hy c.irefully 
comixiring the pressuie distriUuion cur\fs with tlic laniUis of the 
wings that produce them, Mi. Uandlev I'agc has been able to make 
si)nie very interesting analyses, one ol which is virtually what hat 
j\isi t<efii stated, VI.'.. : thai if an> of the sections were to be recon> 
-ir„ tt ii Ml as to .-onlotn: to :lu- appaiciit iiir llow it would invariably 
ha.i an cvaggcratcu iii|ipuig fioni cdi;!- ami a decrease*! angle ol 
trail In this connection it is nitctcsling to oliservc that the very 
piinciplc of the cyclic up cuircnt, on which the dippingfront edt;e is 
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Mr. ^UvMtf P«g^m analvsis of EtffeTs pmstufr^UtrlbttUen ettrvea, showing tfic drift or pull (due to 4w tSon ol 
puMiM snUaaiu aw«r from the TCitlcal) at esch potnt along the chord {rom «atfy tO t»IL Top tad boMMi mo 
cOiGt* «M^Mm MfMMtlf'. Md kf* (UHefKnt positions along the semi'span are n mp u n d . TIm dllfOMI Ift ftt 
fQ^btii«ad eoMiir dwws ffitrgnpble uMiytto of a pressure'distributioo cum iraat wfalch.tfac difff mmI foil « 
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Lift to drift curves plotted by Mr. Handler Page in order 
to compare vanou . experimental results. These curves 
show the reUtlon:>hip between lift and drlh (or ditfereot 
M c tl o ns , and It will Im aotlc«d tiMt At U|bcst vahte Is 
About M ts obtained at sock « iOua angk that tt 
moald rtqttlK an cacmlw lUi^t q^cad to carry peactlcal 
iosdlaga. About 10 u»mt to b« a wIm diat is Madlly 
lor fHWltal aagte of 
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founded necessitates the relative wind in the vicinity of the leading 
edge having a steeper angle of approach than the entry of the plane, 
no matter what the entry angk- of the plane may be. 

The nfjtt point that Mr. Handley Page investigated by means 
of Oi^ f^ifessnre distribution curs-es was the effective co efficient 
of sweep. Thus, he obtained, in the first instance, a factor 
comprehending in one term the effective valuer of angle and sweep, 
which he pr(K:eeded to split up into two parts by estimating the 
cffei live angle of the jilane by comparing the pressure distribution 
curve with tlie canil>ei. -As a result, Mr. Handley Patje found that 
the effective co-ettu'ient of sweep was less than unity, and in most 
ca.ses more ncaily in the order of or 75. In otiier word>, the 
evidence of Kiffel's exj>eriments, as analy>.-(] by Mr, ll.in'iley I'age, 
suggests that bi|ilanes having a gap equal to the chord might with 
advantage be moditioci <> as to reduce the gap to, say, three- 
fluarler^ of the chord, Mnce by doing so the lift would not be 
appreciably reduced, and the head resistance wonXd eS^g^^ fee:^J«|tt! 
siderably lowered, as also would be the weight of ^ VatkmiS ll&ttt& 

Another important and extremely interesting aspect of the 
pressure distribution ctinre is the indication that it gives of the nature 
of the head resistance experienced by a wing in flight, From the 
slope of the ordinates on which the pressure distribution curves are 
plotted, it will be noticed that the suction on the upper side of the 
leading edge of some of the sectiwtts pto^ces a very marked forward 
pull instead of a head resistance. In other words, it contributes to 
the thrust instead of opposing it. Elsewhere, of course, the 
ordinaties slope backwards and caust head resistance. The exi^tiDce 
of a fbrwaid component in cambered sections has, of course, id^^ 
been known, having been discovered by Lilicnthal during the course 
of his own research ; it was for some time called Lilicnthal's 
tangential. Its viMi.il reproduction by means of pressure distribution 
curves, however, ailords the designer an admirable opportunity of 
Studying the characteristics of cambered sections in detail, and 
enables him to nu)dify the construction of his wing sections so as to 
)tToduco a minimum of resistance coupled with a useful lift at a 
leasunal'le speed and a thickOflSS Of WiOg MCtiOD that «Q1 'affisid 
:idei|u.ite ^trucluial strength. 

Ill Midci to inrestigate this aspect of the problem more closely, 
Mr. Handley I'age prepared a series of further diagrams, by 
plotting the horizontal coni|)onenls derived from the pressure dis- 
tribution curve along an .axis corresponding to the chord of the 
wing. This has Ijeen done for hve different positions along the 
>,pan, from the centre of the win^ to the tip, for Eiffel found 
that the character of theprescuie dubibutioa vaiied .ixom point to 
iwint. 

We reproduce two sets of Mr. I I.indK \ I'.ii^f's, (liagr.im,^ relating 
10 this subject, one set shows a separate (iMgram for each of the five 
■-eciions, the other set shows all five [losition.s superposed in one 
diagram. It is a matter of personal choice as to which method 
fionveys the m(»t to the individual reader, both are unquestionably 
useful ways of investigating the matter, es]jecially when they ate 
available for simultaneous reference as in this present instance. 
Having plotted these individual corves, Mi. Handley Page j»o- 
BMtilA U> emi^ 4Immb ia » fttliim iSngem tot indicates the 
vaiiittibn in tdU h^ iy^stBiieemte tip along 

the span. This diagram also shows .some very interesting character- 
istics, the most noticeable of which is the excessive rise in top 
surface resistance at the wing ti|i, thus indicating the advisability of 
" washing out " the plane at the wing tip by reducing its camber, or 
by other suitable means in order to avoid the creation of the 
conditions that give rise to this excessive head resistance. 

Having analysed the subject thus far, Mr. iHandley Page con- 
cluded his investigations by preparing diagrams illustrating the 
experimental results that have actually been obtained relating to the 
lifk and drift of a variety of wing sections. These we also 
reproduce, and they serve to show the practical results that can be 
obtained by modifying individual dements of the wing section 
through a close study of the analytical diagrams already described. 
It will \k noticed, for example, that some sections give a very 
high lift to drift ratio, but that the curve is peaked at this jxiint 
am! verv rajndly fulK away to values that are less than those 
obtained by other wing .scclii)n> that do not reach such .1 high 
value. .Mso it will tx= nbserved ihai the highest values may only 
be obtained at very small angle.^ of incidence, such a.s require very 
high flight .speeds in ouler to support a practical loading. Thus, 
the wise designer will try for a wing Section thai inaintains a fairly 
t;oo(l lift to drift ratio throughout a moderate range of attitude, and, 
judging by the curves given herewith, a value somewhere in the 
order of II to I (lift to drift) iqx«Beats the pmct^ limit at 
present obtiunaUe. 

In mal^ tow aaalyses and especially in so lucidly reviewing 
EifEd's WHIkMt. Handley Page has performed a valuable service to 
English students of aeronantics. We have necessarilv omitted many 
of to steps by which Mr. Handler Page arrived at bis results, and 
in particular the nwtow a tica l swdysis of the sweep ftrtw. It will 
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Mr. H«a4iey Pigc's drift curves, sh cwinc; till' lilt tcul 
resistance at each of the five pcsitloas along th.- scuii span 
of the wing. These cuives are obtained (rom the analysts 
cams sbowiof the dlstrthuiion of drift and pull along the 
ehofd. Atteinion ts dn«m to the exeesshre Inercue in 
resistance at the wlng-tio due to top-surlacc drift In that 
position. Under'surface drift decreases at the tip. It will 

be aotlecd. 



have been evident from the few remarks here given, however, that 
Mr. Handley Page's method of investigating thie subject is essenti- 
ally the same as that with which readers uf Ft.ii;iiT have been made 
familiar in the line of elementary argument that has lieen maintained 
tbrot^hout the technical editorial articles in this journal, and is also 




the liasis of the theory underlying the little licHik. " I niiuiilrs 
Fight," wherein the sniiic lincnf thought ix more concisely rin I Hxlircl. 
To students, therefore, Mr. liandleyl'agc's work, having asi it hasa 
distinct pnu:tic«] aspect, will come as a most welcome nirther step 
in their theoretical studies. 
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Conducted by V. E. 

RepiUM to Queries, April 90ft iMHBi 

Mk. C. lAMBOSBSti. writes as follows:— "(l) Xetwin foewi}* 
ThuqwwtioB li af oominratJve unimporUnce ; however, shonld one 

gropellet ceaie to revolve or drop ofT a model, with arnuigement (a) 
will make the better landine of the two owin^ to the reactionary 
Cnom of the remaining iiropcUer helping to right the machine. 
(3) is of greater importance ; to my mind neither arrangement it 
really MUKfactory, for unless the wheels are placed a con^derable 
dirtaiuir from the C.G., uneven ground will tend to make system 
(l) lilt forwards (driving the nose inln llir );r<iuiidj, and system (2) 
lnclcward.s (cau'.int; the projiellers Ui . ■■mi! inio Lonlact with the 
0OIUm1), in lx>th cases bnn^jing the iiiaehliie to rest. To overcome 
toi* by placing the wli<.' N a t;ood di-tame from the C.'i. too 
much weight is placed on the skid, and it will act as a serious dr.ig. 
1 li.ive iK-rsonally found that two wlieel'; just in front of the C.G., 
coniljiiied with lK)th .iiid front leai skid, give :i much bcllei result 
than cither system disi u-srd so f:ir, but I lind three wheels <;ive a 
Still Ixrtter result — two wheels some three or four inches in front of 
C.G. and the third under the pfopeUcr." [Gompue (yitem diown 
in Kteam model illustration.] 

Mr. W. U. Norton (Chairman Reigatcand Kedhill District Ae.C.) 
alio writes : " The matter has been discussed by some of our members 
(rt propeUen). Peraonally, I think it is best they should revolve 
iMtwacds on twin screw models, for we know that with a cingie 
•cnw the torqae it the opposite way to which the propeller revolves ; 
thsnfere if tm^ iMotve ontwardc on a twin screw model, it wouM 
toad to depress the bade end Of the machine and 
asslNt the elevatiMB. But tbqr have been tried 
revolving inwards, and really I see ne difference 
in the results. On my own models I have them 
revolvin4> outward^ for convenience, as I have a 
duplex winder vv hieh winds from the a|>cx of the 
trianpilar frame and il is handiest to wilu] thus. 
AV cnasscs, I prefer .No. I dr.'iwing, as I believe it 
forms a straigiiter running on the ground and also 
a rear skid protects the propellers." 

Ml. I'. (.1. Nosworthy, teferrin'^ to the ~atiie 
niatU'i, -ays : " In .i twin si iew niociel ot 1 i I'-'-o 
ty|ie, if ihe ' top^ ' ol llu- |iro|>eliers revolve out- 
wards, llie |in>iK lU-i-- will, wlielher thr inarliine is 
stationary or In inolion, lend to Ufl the rnai hine, 
niv rxplaiMiion being Ihat llie propeller ' l>t a: ' 
will ai l wilh the greatest fone on the machnu 
when the lilade is farthest from the C.G. 1 
arrived at this decision after testing a ( l-i- I'-'-o) 
model having the propeller.-.siluated vertieallyalHjve 
the other and revolving in op|x>site directioiLs. I 
then found that the model circled in the direction 
ia which the 'top' of the uppci pro|wUer 
revolved. It it thaiefew wmt emint liar the pn^ptfen to eemlie 
Mtwazds." 

dJtt QofUf a). SiDoeadtidUiumUke^toatandalWTere iiwtjfc 
iridMnt demgoMBt than the wheel chasiis, it had better be ptam 
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forward where the brunt of the l.indini: sHocIe has to be talceo, 
Therefore figure 2 is the belter combination. 

[A't ijuery The large disturbance in the water will he caused 
by the ducks using their webs as a breaic to their speed white 
ati|^^. 

Protectors. 

Mr. W. E. Evans (Mon. Sec. I'.uldingtou and District Ac.C. ) 
writes : "I entirely a^;ree with your remarks in to day's I'l.uini re 
' prutectoi^.' Vou will have my cordial support in the matter, and 
I will bring it ticforc my committee." In a later communication we 
learn that the above club have made il a rule (to come into force 
after .May Ist) that all mcnil)ers are forbidden lo fly without 
protectors. 

Mr. II. 1-. Holmon (Dover) writes : " I think your notes 
concerning | ■)< iiL-ctors for model aeiojilanes are quite ap])ioi)riate 
and timely ones. .Mthough 1 have never exi>erienced the sensation 
of receiving ;i model aeroplane in the neck at about 25 m.p.h., I 
should certainly not like lo, and I am sure that spectators at model 
•meets' must Ix; of the same opinion. I enclose a sketch of a 
protector I have just iitted to a 34-in. A-frame. It is made of two 
pieces of tV-io- cane, and, as yon remark, * serves die purpose of a 
skid quite admirably.' " 

The Cordon Jonca Biplane. 

We publish this week an illustration of a veiy interesting model — 
interesting for two especial reasons. Tn the first place it is a 




Mr. H. F. Holman's sketch, showing model aeroplSM 
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Tlie Gordon Jonea all4leel biplane. 

biplane (which we would like to see far more in evidence), and in 
the second place it is built entirely of steel (silk surfaced), and is 
thetefaR, practically speaking, unbreakable. Steel, although so far 
as the average amateur is concerned, is possibly more difficult to 
work and manipulate than wood, but it does undoubtedly possess 
certaiii well-marked advantages over it. Amongst them one of 
the chief is a madced diminution in bead resistance owing to the 
lessened seetioaat area of steel compared widi Uiat of wood of equal 
strength. 

Mr. Gordon Jones is well kiiowB is a bidlderof moddt whu^ 
have won medals and prizes both at Olympia aero shows and 
inopen competitions. Undoubtedly, steel will be far more largely 
used in the model of the future than it has been in the ptast, 

Steam-Drivea Model. 
As will be seen from the two illustrations, we have completed the 
model to carry the steam plant made for us by Mr. H. H. Groves, 
and we are only awaiting the first favourable day to try the same in 
actfial flight. The total weight of the model (without fuel) is 3-lbe. 
i1h».s. The C.G. is about 2 ins. in front of the main plane. 
The only difference made in the model since the photographs were 
taken is that the length of the elevator has been inaeased by two 
extensions of about 2 ins. each. The span of the model is 5 ft. 6 ins., 
the length 4 ft. 5 ins. It will be noticed the Umding-diassis is of a 
decidedly novel character— beii% anaiwed, so 61 a* possiUe, tltat 
the ebitS fanes an in tensiiMi. The combined whe^ and dcids 
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£. Johnsoa's steam-driven model 



are all strong rubber-sprang. The large skid in front is of haiiilxio 
(doubly-sprung). The main plnne i> of magnalium tubing with 
bras.s sockets, single surfaced ( Bragg Smilh silk). A ^heet of 
aluminium is used in centre, and a "ccoop" is used at rear of 
boiler to act a.s a guide to the llame of the lamp, which sometimes 
extends two or three inches beytmd the propeller. So smoothly does 
the engine run that the model scarcely shakes at all— even with the 
projjcller running 1,500 r.p.m. The model lia« Iwen <]e>igned so as 
to olTei but little head resisi.mce, and should U- very fast. The 
soaring spfcd (ralriilatt-d) is 30 ni.p.h. Tnial v. ; /. - lifting area 
about 4,1 s(|. ft. 'lotal weiRht fully lond-.-l, im-ha!)]!;: Im I, lb>. 
Tilt' phuu- luis mcol skids as piotc-i'lois at it - (.-sin iiiilir .. Thr 

>Mj<«l MM il i^ .inIi. ilif « lii-L'U aliitiiiiiiuiii . and uiii liicll i 1 ill- [' seclinn 
have Ik-l-h cmplnytHi m various place-'. Tin- mam plain is br.act--d 
with no less than 16 wiiL-s and slraiiieis, ei^;lit al'uvc and cit;lil Ix-'low , 
and su admits of :i vt'r\- nici- ailjuslnifiil. Tiu- f]f\ al<iT is st ■ arranged 
that it ran l>f kim, krd round without losing its an^lc (if ch-vatlon 
(screw.idjusledj. Should the nmciL-l provi- succu'sful m actual lliglit, 
more detailed particulars will \k ^ivcn later. 

The propeller and gcncial lilliiigs have liecn su|/plie(l l.y Messrs, 

J. Bonn and Co., the silk (for surfacing the planes) by Mt. 1.. r. 



llragg-Smilh, who has for sonu- time now made a tiieciality ot 
such. 

Model Club Wanted for Lewes. 

A. v.. Ilrwdliy 141, Nc-w Koad, I.t-wcs) wrilei slating; that tbefC 
are plenty of enthusiasts in the above districts, and that a club is 
badly needed there. Will tluMC interested please communicate ? 

Replies in Brief. 

M. L. Roi.KK. — Thanks for communication and photos, which wc 
kliall be pleased to umt in due courae. 

C. Ian Kt'KMEi.i..— We think the skid and protector of your 
tractor model as [wr photo'i excellent, and will reprodui-e shortly. 
Il is alMio.sl piCL-i.srIy similar In one we had devised, Init Ihc olaciiig 
of the vertical rha si-. m ftoiil of the projrcllers ii« a decided 
advantage. 

A. K. lioAlH.KV. — Con.<>uU ihc MoiUi Kiigiiuer, Sept. I4lh, 1911, 
or " Flying and Some of Its Myktcries." 

Query. 

K. r. Phissrv.— What gauge of piano wire would you recommend 
for a plane 28 ins. by 6 iiu., having sis ribs? 
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THE KITE AND MODEI^ AEROPLANE ASSOCIATION. 

OPPICIAX. NOTICBS. 

The trials fixed for 3. A bugle will announce the start and fmish of the competition. 



Registration of Modil Pcrfortrances. 

Saturday, May llth, have been tancelled. l liese were (at the 
invitation of the BKicUheath Aero Club) lo have been held on their 
ground, which has been temporarily closed, and Uiey hope that we 
shall decide to hold a trial on their ground when re-opened. 

The iic\t trials will therefore take place on June 15th, (dace will 
be decided at council meeting this week. 

Ivite flying competitions on Wiir.bledon Common, May 25'''« ^ 
3 o'clock. — Entries clo.'^e last post lucsday, .May 2lst. 

The Baden- Powell Challenge Shield for best kite of the year, 
presented by Ma]or P.. Baden -Powell. Prizes : ist, gold medal, 
and winner to hold shield lor year ; 2nd| silver medal ; 3rd» broose 
medal. Oiien to members only. 

Rules : I. C<>m|ieiitors may submit kites of any kind or si?e. 
The kites to Ik- raiseil simultaneously, at the sound of the bugle, 
when ordered by judges, and each kite, having a cord or wire 
300 yards long. The cord or wire may be of any sise or kind. 



3. Competitors must be at the judges' flag at 2.30 sharp, any com- 
petitor not present at thai lime will l>e dis<|ualilied. 4. The judges 
will measure the angle of kites when in (light. 5. Coni|)clltors 
must note that com|>etition will l.isi until a bugle kounds, and it the 
kite falls to the ground <luring that time it will be diMjualificd. 
ft. Classiliration will U- made in the following manner:— 4" marks 
for angle of kite, marks for stability, V> marks for collapsibilily, 
.stren^tli .Old 1 onslMii lion. I'iimdus Iii>1iIi is ; liailon, I')0'»; 

A. W. Hr.iwn, l<)lo and toil. 

Competitions. — .\rrangeim nls have l«en made tn have a flying 
day at llendon, at the invitation of .\lr. Claude (■lalianu White, 
who will give two silver trophies for conijictitions o|>en lo boy 
s' II.. Details will be issued shortlfi wilb daM, aad other oom- 

petitions 10 be held. 

W. H. AKEUURST. Hon. Sec. 

27, Victory Rood, Wimbledon. 



PROGRESS OF FLIGHT ABOUT THE COUNTRY. 

Notes tegaiding Clubs must reach the Editor of FUOHT, 44, St. Martin's Kane, London, W.C, by first post Tuetday at latest, 

MODEL CLUBS. 
AenvModels Assoc. (N. Brmnch) (Sec., Maloolh B. Ross 1$, 

HIGHGATE AVENOE, N.l. 

On Saturday at I'inchley, 11. V.. I'letclier flyint; a model of 
novel c onstructioii. The pro[>ellcrs are ranged one above the other 
01; a vcr'icai A fiame. Excellent straight (lights were accomplished 
with this machine, and the stabiUty was very noticeable. R, C^. 
Corder's best oflkial flight, 410 yards in 37 sees. M. B. IUmis's 
machine did over 250 yards, and duration 33 sees. Messrs. H. T. 
Tosh, T . Tosh, and G. O. Fartiidei! atao ftnoc. The lalter's model 
covered 454 ywds on the 20th M Finddei'. W. G. Pidslejr was 
testing a biplane ; propeller brackets too weak. 

Open duration cpmpistition at Finchley to-day {SBtnid|i.y) at 3 p.m. 

General mecti iy at H||he at« Avenact M., Kuy «fa, at 
7.30 piin.; iihait mo »ifOi|fwiisiiiiwi li* ditb mO Iw diicHRd. 
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Baildon and Dhtrict Aero Club (Hon. Sec, J. C. Whu iaker, 

Sl'MMKKSKAl, ISAHDON, \'ol;l<slllkl%i. 

Tills dull h;vs l>een formed in this district. All fiersons 
intereste-d in aviation should apjily lo the srnetary as above. A 
good prize has been offered for the hrst model (home made) to fly 
350 yatds, and «aother for the first aquaplane to die of the ««ter. 

Blml«i^k«B A««e Oab (Stes., R. Cobham, G. H. Wood. 
8, FscDKKtcr Road, BDnUkROH). 

Model Rei'irt. —Meeting, White Lion Kiekls, l a^i ley, near 
Tamworth, to-day (.Saturday) at 3.30 p.m. Next monthly meeting, 
non-members invited, at Ucll Inn, Phillips Street, May 6th, at 8 p.m. 
Results, last week's gliding competition: 1st, li. Trykle, 18S ft. ; 
and, W. Lonn, 178 ft. 
In regard to last week's notes, Mr. Lunn's flight of 25 sees, was 



made with a traclor monoplane, as also was Mr. Uaddon Wood's 
flight of 1 20 yaidt. 

fibckheatb Aero Club (Hon. Sec, A. E. Woollakd, 48, Hafton 

ROAD, Catvord, S.E.). 

Contest with Ealing and District Aero Club for distance and 
dsntion, elhniiuiting contests May ajth and 36th, under foUowiiig 
conditions : Duration, for each second of time the mcxlel lemains in 
the air to count as I point ; disianci-, the distance liciwcen Martini;- 
point and landing-place of mixicl m be measured, each yard to count 
as I point. Theleam toreprcicnt the B. Ae.C. will c.)nsl-.t of ilie fmir 
memlxrrs who score tlie hij;hest number of points. I>uration and 
distanc L in In- taken scii.iralely, bUt it IS OOt IWCeSMTy tO fljT tbC 
same motli'l in cacii event. 

Will members who have not already done so, fit a ]irotector to 
the front of their machines, and so avoid, as far as possiMe, lik;Iy 
trouble, more especially when dyinj; on public pround. 

Saturday, at drove I'.iik, .Morris, I'izey, and hrown flying; 
Woollard and iJollitlk- cjn U imbledoii Common. 

Sunday, Illackheath— 1 hint, Uiout;)), Wliiiv^otib, and DolUttle. 

To ollu'i clubs : — There is a pi' V.iicni opirion in the B.Ae.C. 
lhal if a meeting could be arranged wiih the \\. and M..\..\. and a 
few representatives bon: the otiicr chibs, respectini; attiliation, and 
the itandardisation of tests foi ist, 2nd, and 3rd, and superior 
/'nrtv/, it would be to the benefit of each club. Will the K. and 
M.A..^. kindly take this matter in hand? 

Brtcbton and District Model Aero Club (Hon. Sec. A. VON 

WiCtlMANN, " KlNCsl Kll.H," KlM.SWAV, HOVE). 

Svli al Shoicliam wini! \iry liail, liate ^eltini; 40 and 

50 sec-. l;;iVLa .mil 1 luiiipliiits Hying, and Uervey doiii-^ good 
thing.s with Mann type. Iliirghojie getting 40-45 secs. with 
rc-proiK-'llered model built last October. 

_ Sunday, liurghope testing new o 2-1', -1 (I'armon) type. With 
ftingie propeller flics well with no vertical viirfucew. 

Bristol Model Flying {Sec., R. V, TiVY, 3, Rotai. York 

Crescent, Ci.iktun). 

Mi.l'.riNi; on .-Xpril 271I1, lAcrllent lii;.;h flights by l-X-zV 
aii<l 1 i-I' machines in gusty wiiul. UiJy '"rising ftoni ground" 
moilel loo light to com|K;te for \n\r.c ottered for lirst llighl of 
too yauls, \»)ii. |i may be compcled for at meeting.s on .May .'sth, at 
6..?oj..m., .Liiil \l:iy lull, ;n ; ji.iii,, at .Sea Walls. 

Coventry Aeroplane Building Society (Sec, J. W. Scii.inti 11, 

22, KlnCSTON KciAli, IwVUI SDllN). 

Ml'.MliKUs met in iiev woil.-.hi>p, (imliva Slicct, la^l Wuek. 
They are now \cr)- liu,v n\niL'. lieiu hes, i\. . 'Iinls have U'en 
acquired for Use, ami il is piopo^ed .it once to pro -eed with con- 
struction of L'.iuiei ; visits fioin anj'oiie iiiiciclcd vu.l. nn;' .;, 

Croydon and District Aero Club (15S, llicii Siki in). 

I.v! week Mi. licll had a new biplane out, .^lr. (. , .'-•mithc! iiii 
'■ ti;,c oil " monojilaiie (weight 5 ok., l«fiimh 3 ft.), .Mr, Kodcii his 
sii^lle propeller model ; M. P. Hart and the Secretary working with 
"rise-oii " models. Steering eaoipetilion lo-day (Saturday j and 
flying at Saadenteid aitd Pi^pa* Hill every evealng, 

Ealtai and Dlatrict Aero Oub (Sec., B. J. KneitllHa, 
X, QtiBBN's Gardbiis, Ealing, W.). 
On Saturday, at Gtcenford, some 20 or so flyers were present. 
Kcsult of contest with Paddington Ae.C. was a win lor Ealing 
Club with an average of 39^ sees, to Paddington Ae. C's average of 
33^ tecs. The average was taken from IM best flights of the first 
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four in each team, three flights being aUowed. Ea^g Ae. Club: 

1. A. HoulljLrg, 6a sees; 2. C. Davies, 33 sees. ; 3. B. J. Kirdinar, 
r, sees. : 4. C. Chilcott, 31-2 sees. ; 5. D. Chown, 29-2 sees. ; 
il' I. Koche, 12 sees. Paddington Ae. Club : I. C. Levy, 39 sees. ; 

2. Chalfont, 36-2 sees. ; 3. Lane, 31-5 sees. ; 4- Evans, s6-8secs. ; 
5 Carter, 26-8 steci. ; 6. Woolley, 19 sees. Decunal places disre- 
garded. M. E. W. Twining officiated. Mr. Houlberg's model iim 
one occasion landed in the River Brent over i mile away after a 
good flight, and thus was rather handicapped in after flights ; never- 
theless he got 60 sees. Messrs. Twining and Davies had their kites 
up very g<K)d angles the whole afternoon, a.s also had L. and C. 
Koche and P. Esch. Mr. L. Roche was esperimenting with gliders 
launched from a kite, and obtwned durations of 38 and 43 sees. 
Later, after releasing a glider (20 ins. span, bird shape) from his 
kite, 250 ft. up, a glide of 78 sec-!, was obtained, the model landing 
over hali-a-mile away, after circling once during which a soar was 
made. This shows that the model has a gliding angle of I in 10. 
On jirevious day A. Uoulbe^'s inod<U was launched in a similar 
manner, and a flying duratiofl fS »SS. *as obtained, including 
IP sees. p!aii:\ 




The new tislag-ltwa-fSim^touaA Mann and Grimmer tractor 
model, wfaleh la a good 200 to 300 yards certain flyer. 

A mistake n|ipi-areil in last week's report of Aero Models 
Association 'N. ISiancii) rr inter-club contest. We did not have 
6 men to .\.M..\.'s 4. -Mr. Davies did '/.).' fly, but heljied to judge. 

riying to-day (Saturday) and Sunday at Gteenfovd at 2.30 p.m. 

Haclcney and District Aero Club (Sec., B. H. L0N6STAFPE, 

47, Jennbr Road, Stoke Newington, K.). 

Sati' RIMY three members were flying triple-screw monoplanes. 
Duration contest to-day iSatuiday) ; first prize, p»T of ^.Q-in^ carved 
propeUeis. 

Manchester Model Ae.C (40, Bignor Street, Cheetham). 

Next meeting at the Twyford Aerodrome to-day (Saturday) at 
2.30 p.m. ?iize~ of 71. and 2s. btl. will be awarded upon the 
Total wt. X- duration of flight 
wt. of elastic used 
Paddington and Districts Aero Club (Sec, W. E. Evans, 133, 
Buchanan Gardens, Harlbsdbn). 
MoiiKi. Kei'okt.— Committee have pas.sed rule that all models 
must be fitted with a protector over motoi-rod, memlKTs not com- 
plying with this nlle will be debarred from llying on the club 
grpund. 

The return inter-dub contest with Ealing at Greenford resulted in 
a win for Kaling, with an average duration of 30! sees, against 
Paddington's 334 sees. Mr. A. Houlberg (Ealingj did by far the 
b^ wafptinmice, viz., 60 sees., the next best being Mr. C. Levy's 
f ftuwhjgton) 39 sees. 



following toruiuUi ; 




J.-l^ 'f Mann" monopUn^ » machine which, we learn from Messrs. Mann and Grimmer the makers has 

5f. UfcMf cvefT part or th* world in response to their advertisement appearing in FLIGHT. ' 

tlia kit Mr. Hann wl«Ui« up th. m«W by means 0 the firm's geared winder. Mr. Qri^l^i^^,^;^^ 

On ttic rl^ Mr, Mann In the act of launching the model. «» msenuis 
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Tbmb utter-club contests have proved quite successful, aiul the 
secretary invites other dali»iii,aie LnmUm dhtrict de^iringioaiaMe 
such contests to communieate with hbi fer dus purpose. 

Cwttficate Ksts for dtstaoces wiU be the featnte of the flyine at 
FtaUde thk Satuiday. 

Kda^ RcdhiU and District Acfo OtA (Sec, H. V. May. 

4> LoHDON Road, Reigatk). 
U''^KKsiii>i' is DOW in full swinj;. The opening of this shop 

should brinj; along new memljers r.ii.iiJIy. 

Good flying most tvnuni^^ l>y -^u ti.ti .ui<] I.t-wi^ Norton and 
May have also been om. I hr " K.iw>on " ciiii will be competed 
for on Miy ^oili. 

St. Marv's Mo-lcl Aero Club (Sec., Eik;ak r.iu kne, The 

Vicarage, Kingsiun, I\>ktsmouth). 

MoN i Hi V agj;rtgaio competition decided at Widlev in n rallu r 
blusterous wind. CWuial tcauUs : nislanr. — I. K,s-.,li, 
380 yards : 2nd, K. Kburne, 370 yards (Burr nioiiophuu- 1 ; ;rd, li. 
Harper. 260 yards (Burr monoplanei. Duration— Ht. i:. Lburiie, 
52 sees.; 2nd, E. Kestall, U i-ecs. ; vd, 1.. Hyerly, 10 sees. 
Directional Coiurol— isi, i;. Kburne iHiirti. 

The prizes for the ICa-.ter Monday romjieiition were presenled to 
the respective winners at the mectint; on .Xpril 24th, vi^.. Duration— 
1st, C. Rcstall, silver medal; 2nd, li. llarjier, silver nittlal. 
Distance— ISI, E. Ebumc, silver medal : 2nd, C. kestall, materials ; 
3rd, B. Harper, materials. Novices' Comijetition— 1st. l!. Ilariwr, 
4 doien yaiQs rubber. 

An open competition shortly. Next business meeting, May 7th, 
at 8 o'clock p.m. 

Flying meeting on South Common, Scuthsea Common, Wednesday 
evening, at 7 o'clock. 

Scottish Ae.S. Model Aero Clubf6, McLki.i.an Stbmt.Govan). 

0\ .Saturday a hydro aeroplane mceiini; was held at the 
pond, Victoria Park. Whiteiiirh, liefote a liij; crowd of sj)eetators. 
Mr. C. Arthur's model u..vde x veial brilliant riTorts, the U-sl lieinR 
one in which it rose from ihe water in about two second-, moimted 
to a fine altitude and flew for a distance of w ; fn ■ Mi. 1. 
Donald.son's new ty^ of twin-tractor hydro-monoplane made a few 
hops. Mr. j. S. Gordon also cxperimentins. Messrs. Koss and 
Gordon were flying ordinary flyers." 



To da\ I S.iiuuiay I, meeting at the racecourse, Si. James' Parkt 
Paislcx . S.il:i;<!.^\ . I r.h Mav, a hydRMWIO IWWItiBg at the pOBdt 

Maxwell r..;iol,-!uel.U. 

Ml 11 i» is li. M .i V T , i:.-.:, d to keel' - s''' ^'-'V open, a.<i on that 
date tire clui' is Having an outing toBtuomhill Homes, Kirkintilloch. 

Sloay Stnlfard and Dfstrtct Kite and Model Atte Qob (Boa. 

Sec, O. Hamilton, }vs.. Old Stsatkad). 
A competition has been arranged for each month (or eitiwr dtM 

(kites or models), the best flights, &c., daring the month to count 
for prizes. Kules and furinei particulars from the secretary. 

.Meetings fotiiiigliily on club ground after laM meeting in May until 
last meeting in .\ugust, commencing 7.30 p.m. A'< the article iik 
Kl ir.HT, .\pril 20lh, on flying unprotected mcMit U, it has lieen 
resolved "That members be reiommeiideil to in a pioiecioi on 
ilieir irodels." Entries for rom|)etitions on .May 4th received up 
'it; p IV.. on ground. Election of committee and officers for 
ensuing si\ months on .May 0th. 

Whltchrad (Belfast) Model Aero Club (Hon. Sec., Jack 

Tl Kill., I N \ Isl Al I l.N, \\ II I I 1.111 U ', ( '". .\ N 11; 1 \; I. 

I'm: aUne club, although lounded in KUo. has U en pi.ictic ally 
i|uiescent until recently, when it was re-organised, and ptnmiso 
exceedingly well for the future. First flj^ng meeting was held 
Saturday last: Wm. M'Cormick, with a Tiykle-tjppe mdel, cot 
22 sees, duration ; the secretary (similar model) ao MM. CS. Whiting 
also made long flight. Seoieiary'a model bait alti.l«de at to ft. 
I 'igurci may seem la>w, but it was the iini appearance of the noddi. 

Windsor Model Flying (Sec., S. Camm, 10, At. ma Koad). 

E. A. Dow.sKTT, S. Camm, V,. Stanhrook, 1'. Camm, I'arsons, 
R. Ververs and llamblin flying models Saturday— lud gale and 
many smashes. Contest at Aldershot shortly. Flying to-day 
(Saturday) at the Home Park at a. 3a 



A. Skaki, Victokm 



Worcester Model Aero Club (Sec., S. 

Institute, Worcrstee). 

MKMIH l<s all (Mil on Tliiirsd.iy and S.iliinl:i>' last week. 
Mr. MeUmisli rai ed cU\U duration record to JS lecs., 11 U inf, pie- 
vioiisly lii lil by .Ml. I'oUaid, with 26 sees. 

Monthly cuni|>ctiiiuii tu-day, Saturday, on I'ilchcrufl, at Jo clock. 
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CORRESPONDENCF 

%* jfAe name and atUnss of tht vtriter [net neetsiarHy fmr pmbtitfUim) most m all easts ateamfaajt itlUrt itttttidtd ftr ii mrH m, 

or em taitm i^ fMorits. 



Correspondents comttn 



wiOi regard to letters which 



muciRtiiur ' 

bATc' appeared ia FLIGHI^ wonld much facilitate ready 
nfereae* by qnotins^ the number of each loner. 
Aeroplane Stresses. 

ftSSB]- I find that my rematk« on stresses at the Aeronautical 
SMiety last Monday have given rise to some misunderstanding of 
ineaning ; so perhaps you would be good enough to paUiiJt 
this Utter, 

I did not mean that the maxinnim stress possible in any ease is 
five times normal, as several people .seem to suppose, bin niciely 
that in the hyjiotbetica] case under discussion, and at the speeds 
which were considered, the maximum possible stress would be five 

limes norn-.al. 

The niaxinnini stress is dc[icndenl on : — 

1. The i^lif in;.; ani;le of the aeroplane. 

2. Tile gliding; .in^'le of the planes only. 

3. The resi iance of the planes at the angle which producer no lift. 

4. The wing curve employed. 

5. The normal gliding sjieed. 

6. Tlic wcif^hi carried |ier .sijuare foot. 

Moreover, it is a feature of the stres.ses on an aeroplane that 
although perhaps it is not possible to dive or flatten out at a greater 
rate than a certain value dependent on characteristics of the machine 
(size of tail, &c.), yet, owing to lemou and gusts at diflerent angles 
to the line of flight, it is possible to get practically instantaneous 
cihai^^n in the ai^ie of kiddence, 'whichaia; be leiiani between the 
angles of 7° and 15°. 

Kicfanund. L. Howard-Flandexs. 

Position of Engine on Biplanes. 

[1539I Bedford's suggested improvement would involve 

re-designing the machine in question. As he may have noticed, the 
tail of R Farman-type biplane is covered with castor oil from the 
Gnome engine, and the pilot and passenger would have to be 
protected. The elevator control system would have to be altered, 
as would al.so the chassis to accommo<latc the tractor. The great 
merit of the Karnian-type machine is the extended view which may 
ix obtained both by pilot and passenger. Having impaired this 



view by placing the pilot behind the pUnes, it tKqttld be iuit as well 
to design a completely new and more up to date tttctor biplane with 
mono^ane fuselage. 

R. V. Tivv. 

Aviation lasaraBcs. 

11540] ^Ve read with considerable attention a letter ap|>earing in 
your hut week's issue from Mr. P. .Harrington i-:dwards, whose 
interest in aviation is, of count, well known. 

\\'c arc somewhat surprised, however, to note that he api>ears to- 
suggest that it is practically impossible for a professional aviator t» 
eflect a life insurance. This is not the case, and we have effected a 
considerable numlier of in.suranccs upon the lives of professional 
aviators, although not, nf course, al the ordinary rales 

We do think that the suggehtion made by Mi. I iw ; ili.i' 
there should be an iiii|Uiry as lo the diHcrent stand |>oiiii i.ikcn by 
the diltercnt eoiiipanies would .serve an extremely useful pur[K3He. 

We should be obliged if you would allow us to trespaw on your 
space still further to deal with the three eaaoiplet given bjr Mr. 
Edwards. 

<;. He refers to the prohibiti\' c j • "f insurance against third 
party damage. This can lie 0"ii' at ijuile a reasonable figure 
and protection is given for claims itial may arise in connection w ith 
damage done to ]>crsons, to projierty, or to animals. The rates, uf 
course, vary with the class of risk. 

b. The refusal of a client of Mr. Edwards to fljr as a uuseitter 
because his insurance poUiqr eapmily bars cucb flight. We thuik 
in a case of this description we ihonki advise Mr. Edwards to 
persuade his client to change the office in whidi bis client Is loMred, 
as it is not usual for intaiaace companies to make Mch MilMdstioMi 
except with aviators. 

r. Mr. Edwards deals with the case of a man with small capital 
who wishes to take up flying as a profession, but does not want to- 
risk the whole of his capital in the purchase uf a m.achine which he 
cannot insure. Here again, Mr. Edwards ha.s not made sufficient 
enquiries, or he would have ascertained that an aeroplane caa 
usually Ik' insured ag.ainst fire and burglary, which are, of course, 
very serioUs risks. 

We agree with Mr. I:klwaids that in aome cases the rates majr 
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appear prohibiuve and any figures given by you as to t he 

tive safety of (light will, we feel sure. Mat l^lh D» tUfltX OKf 

•deserve from the insuranc e offire?. _u»Sn«« 
\Vt miy say that wc have made a particular stody 01 *T^°5 
risks anil iiiiiie appreciate iliat any diminution in the rate» W OBW MM 
to incieasc of business and, therefore, the intCtC8t8_ of atll(*i «BO 

the interests of insurance brokers are identical in ihi« «Me. , 
Wc truit that fM^ jilllMcaH «v lakteg «9 K> a»dt ^aee 

valuable paper. " ^ 

DstoBToif Patmou akd Co, 

43, Leicester Stjuare, W.C. 

Top Pressure on Wing Surface*. 

Il54'l refercmc lo the siuteiiients that you have recently 

jniblisliLiI in your exi elleni journal with regard to the insufTicient 
streiiglli ill the upi>cr trussing of iiioiioplane wings, il lias oc curred 
to tiie that in addition to monoplanes, those biplanes that arc titled 
with what is generally Lnowri as extensions, should come under the 
s.ime categoiy. I'.ven though the recent di><loiure-s have suggested 
a hitherto iinu cognisrd causf foi many of the accidents that have 
marred the progress of (light, it has always seemed to mc that these 
extcnsiolu were by far too weak, and in rough weather I have 
jilwayii looked at an extension biplane in flight with a certain 
amount of suspicion arul have felt aindit^ ^ ^ occnpantt tn q^e 
-one of these flimsily braced extenafaw dumld collapae. As yoa 
know, two methods are employed in braciiig them. One method is 
to erect • ptir of muts «t the end of and above the reffule, from 
which the ezteniaa is fameed by tensian wires »s would be a mono- 
plane wiiw. Tbs odier metfaoo is to support the extensions fitom 
'the end oitlw bottom pkne hf two steel tubes. In this latter cose 
■espeeiallT I think aemethine onght to be done to make for greater 
strength, for I hardly believe that two Jleel xods of such small crocs- 
section and of such relativdy iOOg tongtii would be s u flSn l ent to 
withstand much compre ss io n . 

Wishing yon n eoBttmiMkic <tf tlie tnopess your pnper has all along 
jnet with. 

EOAVAS. 

The Aircraft l>actory Aeroplaoe. 

•[1542I I have heard very glowing accounts from acquaintances 
who have seen the Army h.l:. 2 Aerofilane in flight, which is 
said to be far in advance of all other machiites as regards steadiness, 
speed and general appearances. As there is so muoi talk just now 
regarding £n|^HW^ Imdcwardness in aeroplane cn jiM triiFti aB, 
^spedatly in nOatiM «ft Uw War Office, I should Ifl« lb fatMr if 
4lMre is aityOiog naBy w oa de tfa l about tlie B.E. 2. 

Bkxvk. Edwakd H. Qoiiw. 



Kedivalls Model. 

{'5431 ' should Ix- much obliged if your correspondent, Mr. 
W. II. I'outli (1504), would inform me as to wluilier hi- Redivalls 
paleiil refers lo models having a diamond-shaped piece in the centre 
of the nuiin plane or whether jt refers to models having upturned 
tips to the main plane. 

Ctewford Street, W. B. F. HUSBBY. 



BrltiAli Manufacturiag Firms. 

'Sf9^ I notioe with some interest tlitt the !• amum advertisement 
spearing in Tu/^^Kt »i|iiiw beais an BUiglisli addien and alto the 
title of a new c ei i p i aiy , witb aa admiruiy dxnen Engfidi name 

—"Aircraft." 

Perhaps you will permit me to enquire whether the Aircraft Co. 
intends actually to follow the trade implied by its so well chosen 
name or whether it is merely going to imjKjrt foreign-built 
machines from Krance. 1 have an interest in writing that is 
doubtless L uMinion to other leadeis ul l i ir.ll r who are wateliine 
Willi more than a little coiicei n tlie policy of the Government that 
you very justly defended in your last issue. W c arc all agreed, I 
think, that the ('lovernment owes it to the I'lying Corps that the 
pilots of thai new arm should havi- in adecjuate opjiortunity of 
obtaining (lersonal e\|K'rience of original foreign-built machines. 
But, we all want to ha^tcn the day when it is the Hriiish workm.an 
who IS receiving; the wages foi construction, and it occuis lo me that 
that day is likely to Ix- more e\p«litiously readied if the ».iovern 
nient arc in a position to buy British-built originals of the foreign 
machines th^taquire ftoos actual British firms duly manufacturing 
■under Uceiwe. Ifi tlMM days of sawU be^nniogs even the outsider 
Ukas to taJie a personal interest in commerce and, sad at the loss of 
the Aeronanticai Syndicate, I for one should wdco me tlie Airoaft 
"Go. to -fill a gap in the ranks of British crastractioa nniinri m s 
«9«eiaUy if they are going to em^iqr Englishmen at the wwk. 

_ . "CaAPISMAH." 
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Aviation at the Ibatf Review. 

LiEi T. LONGMOKl, R.!l, SMW^y made a visit to Portlan^ 
with the object, it is understood, offlntog a suitable pece of groi^ 
to serve as acentie from which to make "Sights >n «m?ecbon with 
the Nav^l Review and Manoeuvres on Monday andAe foUomng. 
days. The battleship " Hibemia " has been ntte q i^iffl n a 
taunchinc platform, and is taking four machines, ialbam$ .flBft 
monoplane, from Sheemess to Portland for tlie Review. 

Hew Depuduwins for the British Army.> 

The War (M&»"%as oaKired from the British Deperdussin Aero- 
plane Co., Ltd., several more Deperduisin monoplanes similar to 
ttait delivered to the Admiralty legenlly. The madiines wiU be 
built in London, and will be delivered wi^ the next four or five 
weeks. 

A Lift to Brooklands Track. 

CoM.MblNClNG on Saturday next, Mr. 11. 11. Beach, ol iJie 
Molstein Garage, Weybridge, has arranged to mn a motor 
wa 'gonette between Weybridge Station and the Byfleet entrance to 
Brooklands track. The vehicle will run on Sundays, and on any 
day when there is sufficient aiiractioa lo draw visitors. The vue 
Will be one shiUise iWdl wqr. 

Ji, Uciqu2 Signpost. 

On the main London to Brighton Koaid at Bromley South, a 
:eiBdous signpost has recently been erected. One (rf the three directing 
arms, having the inscription ILastings and Paris, carries a model m 
a Bleriot monoplane ; another, pointing to London and John 
O'GroaU, has a racii% motor car, while the third arm, directing to 
Croyd<W» fat -fBSftonnted 1^ a motor-tuke. The post also carries 
adv«rUseiiUnt& it^kniiig to the Bromley South Motor Garage, &c. 
and it is surmounted fagr a model of a bifuane, anmiged in weather- 
cock foahion. 

Shell Spirit (or Aviators. 

We understand that during his trip from Holyhead to Dublin 
Mr. Vivian Hewitt used Shell motor spirit, and Lieut. A. M. 
Longmoie, R.N., used tbe same spi^t during the flight which won 
for him tlie Mortimer 3b^ lfi£*w ^iijie; 

® ® ® ® 
Aeronautical Patents Publiahed. 
a**Ued t*r In lail. 

PmiiisJuli May tnJ, 1912. 
v,445. |. A. MoaaAU. Asropl<uies. 
>7i8m- J- SBCKSaSOH. Cuntrul uf flying machine!,. 
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ST. MARTIN'S LAM£» LONDON, W.C. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
Flight vHJI be forwarded, post Jree, to anjf Jiarl of the world at tit 

following rtUt: — 
United Kingdom. Abroad. 



3 Months, Post Free ... 
6 ,, „ 

Ch*f*us and Post Offi<e 



s. d. 
I 8 



3 Months, Post Free 
6 .. 
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Orders should be 



s. d. 

3 9 

5 6 

u ... II 0 
made Jm /^U* to the 



n -m 



^opnetcrs of Flight, 44, St. Maiiin's Lane, W.C, mid crosstd 
Lmdm CoMMtr amd W axtm nt tm Aimiti mmMi^ m trnfttttOiU^ 

■m^ll tifftfttd. 

n ■'^ fviy a*y d^^adty txperienctd in procuring Flight from 
*w/ mmmuidant imttmiSm g readers can oUaiH each issue direct 
froman>tdmim(qfSe$ti 
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